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Dear members, I begin 
with a heartfelt thank you! 
 

You have been so 
generous in 2016 raising 
over £5.5k for the 140th 
Anniversary project which 
will benefit young people 
in this diocese as well as 
the worldwide literacy 
project.  We are currently 
looking into organising time away at Horstead for youngsters. 
 

Moreover at the end of a year of great celebration we can continue to celebrate 
the success of our campaign to bring 50 Syrian refugees to Norfolk.  By the time 
this letter reaches you the first 5 families will have begun a new life in their 

homes in Norwich. 
 

The response to our 
bedding appeal, the 
Bishop of Norwich’s 
appeal, the County Council 
appeal for furniture, and 
the provision of household 
items and starter meals 
from various faith groups 
has been overwhelming.  

 

  In February a small team 
of members purchased 
the bedding for 25 people 

so far and we were able to go to the homes to set up the beds and do some 
preparatory cleaning.  The next 25 will come later in the year and we will be 
ready to help again. 
 

Spring 2017 



 
Very appropriately the Wave of Prayer for 
February began with the following words 
from St Matthew’s gospel: Jesus said: I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat. I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. 
I needed clothes and you clothed me. Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me. 
 

So we could truly say that together with our 
partners in Sanctuary Norfolk we have done 
one tiny thing towards alleviating the 

suffering of 25 out of the millions of Syrians who find themselves displaced by 
war. 
 

So finally a big thank you to all who 
campaigned for so long, took part in 
some of the demonstrations, wrote 
letters to councillors, supported the 
Bishop of Norwich’s fund, have turned 
up trumps with providing finance for 
the bedding, gave up considerable 
time to buy the bedding and set up the 
houses and above all prayed for the 
refugees and their safe arrival. 
 

Now we need more than ever to 
support them in our prayers as they 
grapple with the disorientation of 
finding themselves in a new culture 
and environment, a process which can 
take years to feel truly at home.  
Marguerite 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT ADVANCE NOTICE 

The World-wide President Lynne Tembey will be 
visiting the Diocese and preaching at the Annual 
Festival Service in Oct 2018.  



Letter from Our Diocesan Chaplain. 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

We live in a world where bad things happen, in the world, to others, and 
indeed to us, it cannot be denied, it is all part of life.  
As believers in Jesus Christ there is always hope, even in the face of 
darkness and death. For as we remember in Lent, God in Jesus walked 
this earth before us, sharing our sufferings and sharing our temptations, 
yet without sin.  He understands. 
Ultimately, He even shared our death on the Good Friday Cross. We know 
the hope did not end on that cross, nor in the tomb, and all was made 
plain on the first Easter Day of Resurrection. Then it was seen that the 
suffering path had to be followed for the Day of Resurrection Glory to 
come.  

Now we do not always know why 
bad things happen, but we do 
know that we do not travel alone, 
for God in Christ is with us, and 
one day we will understand, when 
we shall see Him face to face. Until 
then we have a certain hope that 
nothing can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, however dark the situation 
may seem.  
For our hope is founded in God 
who is always with us wherever 
our journeying may take us as we 
go from the darkness of the Good 
Friday Cross to the resurrection 
light of Easter morning.   
Every Blessing, Simon. 

 
 
 
 

Recently doing a History Display for All Saints Stibbard as required by our Lottery 
grant, it saddened me to discover that the long defunct MU branch had not archived 
their records/minuets of meetings, the WI had, and I was able to do a big display of 
their past work, but of the MU nothing, all we have to show is the MU banner which 
stands in the church. Please, if closing do not destroy your records. Archive them! 



 

SALTMINE  COMES TO NORWICH - NOT TO BE MISSED! 
Presented at the Mothers' Union Annual Meeting  

Monday July 3rd 10am - 2.30pm 
St Luke's Centre Norwich  

 

 
 Saltmine Theatre Company are a full time professional Christian 
theatre company dedicated to communicating their faith through 

innovative and engaging drama. 
 

Chosen tells the story of Mary Sumner, who on the birth of her first 
child, discovered the joys and the mammoth challenges of 
parenthood.  Mary saw motherhood as a gift for which God had 
chosen her, and she felt it unfair that mothers were largely 
unprepared for the full-time responsibilities that being a parent 
requires. It was for this reason that she began to set up the 
Mothers’ Union, as a rapidly-growing resource for parents and 
grandparents to be able to support each other in bringing up their 
offspring, with a foundation in Christ. There is so much more to the 
story than most of us know. 
 

This will be a fantastic way of sharing our story with friends so start 
telling them and inviting them now.     
 

This will be a ticketed event, free of charge, although there will be a 
collection during the worship to help cover the costs. 
 

Be alert for further information regarding tickets etc. 
 

 
 

Please pray for the success of this venture, that it will be a wonderful outreach tool and 
Help Us Grow.  (2) That it will be well attended by members and non-members alike. (3) 
That Clergy will attend and would welcome and encourage branches in their parishes. 
(4) That all expenses will be met.  



Thy Kingdom Come 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are inviting churches to pray 
for the evangelisation of the nation during the week before the Day of 

Pentecost 2017. 25th May – 4th June 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global 
prayer movement, which invites 
Christians around the world to 
pray between Ascension and 
Pentecost for more people to 
come to know Jesus Christ. What 
started out as an invitation from 
the Archbishops’ of Canterbury 
and York in 2016 to the Church of 
England has grown into an 

international and ecumenical call to prayer. 

The hope is that:  people will commit to pray with God’s world- wide 
family - as a church, individually or as a family.  

Churches will hold prayer events, such as 24-7 prayer, prayer stations and 
prayer walks, across the UK and in other parts of the world. People will 
be empowered through prayer by the Holy Spirit, finding new confidence 
to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

 
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the 

renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities." 
Archbishop Justin Welby 

 

Ideas for Prayer events and resources for all the family can be found on the 
website for Thy Kingdom Come at www.thykingdomcome.global 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/59/family-prayer-stations
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/59/family-prayer-stations


WASHING UP IS OK FOR MEMBERS IN SWAZILAND! 

 A self-imposed ban on the use of 
Styrofoam – or Polystyrene  products by 
members of the Mothers’ Union in 
Southern Africa will lead to an increase in 
washing up – but it’s a price that the 
members are willing to pay for the impact 
their decision will have on the environment.  

Production of the petroleum-based plastic 
is heavily energy-intensive; and it takes at least 500 years to decompose. Most 
recycling facilities refuse to accept Styrofoam because the economic costs far 
outweigh the potential financial returns. The plastic is often dumped illegally on 
land or in the seas.  

At their 50th Council Meeting in Maseru, Lesotho, in August 2016 the Mothers’  
Union Provincial Council of Southern Africa (which brings together MU members 
from South Africa, Lesotho, Namibia, Angola, Mozambique and Swaziland) 
discussed the growing problems of environmental degradation and climate 
change. The MU members heard a presentation on “What kind of world do you 
want to leave for your grandchild” from the Revd Dr Rachel Mash. They then 
passed several environmentally-friendly motions. These included the promotion 
of growing vegetable patches and the planting of trees; the promotion of 
recycling and proper disposal of waste. But the most eye-catching motion was a 
commitment to the promotion of green clean environments through a self-
denying use of polystyrene and foam products in their parishes and 
communities with awareness campaigns about the negative effect those 
products have on the environment. 

The MU members agreed not to use Styrofoam disposable products when they 
cater for parish events. Instead, they would buy proper plates, dishes, cups and 
cutlery. For large parish events and celebrations – such as catering for wedding 
receptions – they would borrow dishes from other churches in the deanery to 
top up their own stocks. The decision by the Southern African provincial 
Mothers’ Union is thought to be the first time that the issue has been taken up 
within the Anglican Communion.  

 Should we be taking a leaf from their book?  (Editor) 



HANDMADE TOYS 

Inc. items that could be classified as 

‘could be used by children’. 

 

Following an unfortunate incident (no 
child was hurt) it has been decided 
that any toys made or offered for sale 
or donation as part of Mothers’ Union 
projects or branch activities after 
January 1st 2017 should conform to 
British Standards and qualify to carry a 
CE label.    

 

 For this purpose ‘Handmade Toys’ includes hand knitting, 

sewing or any other form of home manufacture. 

 ‘Children’ are up to, and including, age 14. 

 These regulations apply to all toys to be donated or sold in any 

Mothers’ Union context in this country or any other.  

 The official definition of ‘toys’ includes novelties not intended 

as toys but which could be seen as / used as toys. 

 Every member (or non member) making toys for Mothers’ 

Union distribution must agree to comply with the regulations.  

To maintain the reputation of Mothers’ Union this is non-negotiable. 
All toy makers will need to submit an initial sample of their toys for 
testing so that the Diocese can be confident the regulations are being 
applied.  This may sound harsh, but once tested your handmade toys can 
carry the CE label. Please – Don’t give up! 
Full details of the testing procedure and how to submit handmade toys 
are available from your Branch Leader or from the Mothers’ Union office. 

With CE labelling the Mothers’ Union can prove our care for children. 
 

Felicity Randall,  
Co-ordinator for Mothers’ Union Projects. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
April 6th   Cathedral Prayers  Led by Pakefield   12noon 
April 20th  Trustees Meeting  Diocesan House  Easton 10am 
 

May 4th   Cathedral Prayers  Led by Wymondham 12noon   

May 23rd  Day Retreat   Cathedral     11am - 5pm 
May 24th  Ladyday Service   St Faith's Gaywood 2pm 
 

June 1st   Cathedral Prayers  Led by Lakenham  12noon  
June 9th   Trustees Meeting  Diocesan House  Easton 10am 
June 10th  Celebrate Norfolk The Forum Norwich 
June 16th  Quiet Day                             St Mary's Snettisham 10am - 3.30pm 
June28th – 29th  Royal Norfolk Show Visit us on our stall 
 

July 3rd   Annual Meeting   St Luke’s Centre 10am - 2.30pm 
July 6th   Cathedral Prayers  Led by Dereham & Dist  12noon 
Aug 3rd   Cathedral Prayers  Led by Lowestoft  12noon 
Aug 9th   Mary Sumner Day 
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