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The Cycle Challenge to raise funds to enable 
disadvantaged young people to spend time at the 
Horstead Centre enjoying its facilities, surrounded 
by the peace and love of Christ was as ever a real 
success. As always, our members rose to the 
challenge and found innovative ways of joining in 
the challenge despite being unable to cycle.  
 
On the left Mary Dorrell of the WI takes a turn on 
the exercise bike at the Royal Norfolk Show with 
Marie-Lyse and Marguerite spurring her on to 
greater things.  £5600 has been raised to date 
which will ensure several young people having a 
weekend of fun and faith in 2017.  
Thank you to all who contributed in anyway, 

December draws to a close the 140th Anniversary celebrations of Mothers’ Union. 
Members throughout the world have celebrated in very many different ways. Services 
of Thanksgiving, Garden Parties, Indoor events, Vigils etc. have all played their part in 
thanking God for the years of service we have been able to give, sometimes cheerfully 
and willingly and if we are honest sometimes not so cheerfully, but as always, the Holy 
Spirit reigns supreme and each event has been a joy and a blessing to so many. It has 
been a year of raising awareness, of reaching out and of sharing the faith.  

 Long may our work continue 

The Zambian MU 
Choir celebrating the 

anniversary and 
Lynne Tembey with 
Bev Jullien cutting 

the celebration cake 
during the 

Winchester Annual 
Meeting 



We Say No to Gender Violence Campaign 

In the UK, specifically, Mothers’ Union is calling on 
the Government to redress the injustice in the new 
child maintenance system, for victims of domestic 
abuse. 

Members marched to Downing Street to deliver the 
petition signed by over 3000 members drawing the 
Government’s attention to this unfair payment and 
requesting that that victims be exempt from the 
'collect and pay' charges for using the statutory Child 
Maintenance Service, as they may have no other 
option to receive or make payments for their children 
without further risk of abuse or violence. Using a 
family -based arrangement or Direct Pay could result 
in ongoing contact with the abuser, placing survivors 
at further risk. 

 

Fakenham MU members meeting for daily 
prayer supporting the 16 day campaign 

against gender violence 

Left:    
Members sewing 

the white ribbons 
which were 
decorated by our 
branches onto the 
symbolic ribbon 
shaped structure 
erected at the 
Forum to draw 
attention to the 
need to end 
gender violence.  

Above Left: Mothers' Union members joined the vigil outside 
the Forum in Norwich on 25 November when various women's 
organisations stood in solidarity with all women who suffer 
from any form of gender based violence. We were joined by a 
fire-crew - men showing their support for their women 
colleagues. Speeches by a women police chief, a council 
representative and a Norwich MP were followed by a candlelit 
two-minute silence. We struggled to keep our candles alight in 
the cold wind but it was good to be there, representing all 
Mothers' Union members in the Diocese. Felicity Randall 

 

Welcome to new members - Jenny Comptor, Anne Cripps, 
Sheila Holford, Jane Randalls, Ann Skelton and Kathryn 
Williamson enrolled at Sheringham in November. 

 

Welcome also to the Newly established ‘Heart of Norfolk’ 
benefice group, seen here at the Cathedral service with the 
Revd Sally Kimmis who has the care of 13 village churches over a 
very wide area, the group hopes to reach out to lapsed 
members in these churches and to recruit new members, and to 
be a resource for their very busy incumbent. 

MU Volunteers packed 112 presents for “Angel Tree” 
on behalf of prisoners at Waylands Prison on Dec 6th. 



CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 
 
I am me… I am you… 
I am your next-door neighbour…  
I am the person you go out of your way 
to avoid… 
I am your best friend… 
 
We are waiting, all of us, sitting in darkness, 
waiting for the light of dawn to break. 
We tell ourselves ‘Christmas is for the children’, 
but there is a little child in each of us 
that is waiting for more than the contents 
of the brightly-wrapped boxes 
and the feast of chocolate. 
 
The little child is waiting 
for the moment of wonder… 
joy…love…for the moment 
the world holds its breath 
and then breaks into a smile. 
 
For the moment when a lifetime 
of hurts and disappointments 
is forgotten in a hug. 
For the moment when the poor 
and the hungry are lifted up 
and the rich are sent empty away. 
For the moment when the hopes 
and fears of all the years 
meet in the dark streets 
and whisper to each other: 
‘Don’t be afraid.’ 
 
The little child is waiting. 
Waiting to be born. 
Source unknown.              

               ∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
 

 

 

 

 LATEST NEWS ON SYRIAN REFUGEES 

The arrival of five Syrian families (the first tranche of our 50 refugees) 
will be late January or early February, but there will be no publicity.  
It is hoped a very low key approach will prevent press intrusion, 
anti-immigrant demonstrations or violence. 

Mothers' Union members are asked to identify potential offers of 
good furniture and clean beds (suitable for modern housing - i.e. 
not granny's Victorian dresser or bedstead!) There is storage 
available in Norwich but any offers must be made to Simon Shreeve 
the co-ordinator at simon.shreeve@norfolk.gov.uk 

Offers of basic household items - china, cooking utensils, pans etc. 
are welcome. they should be packed in small sturdy boxes and 
delivered to the Library in the Forum, labelled with the following.                          
For the attention of Simon Shreeve and listing the contents. 

 A few Mothers' Union volunteers capable of cleaning / bedmaking 
etc. may be needed in Norwich shortly before the arrivals. If you 
could be available, at short notice, late January / early February 
please contact Marguerite. 

Finally, if you know of 'a man with a van' willing and able to lift and 

carry if needed - please ask him to contact Simon Shreeve as above. 
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Dates for your diary 2017 

Jan 10th  Finance Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 
Jan 19th    Trustees Meeting  Diocesan House Easton 10am 
 

Feb 6th  Members Day   St Luke’s Centre 10am – 2.30pm  
Feb 7th -14th National Marriage Week 
 

March 23rd Diocesan Council  St Luke’s Centre 10am – 2.30pm 

 

A huge thank you to all our 
members for all they contribute to 
the work of Mothers’ Union in 
Norwich Diocese. It has been a 
busy and fruitful year. 

May I wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and I pray it will be a 
time of rest and renewal for us all. 

Marguerite  

 

STOP PRESS 
Our Worldwide President Lynne Tembey will be 

visiting us in 2018  - date to be announced. 

 

God grant you the light of Christmas, which is faith; the warmth of Christmas, which is purity; the righteousness of 

Christmas, which is justice; the belief in Christmas, which is truth; the all of Christmas, which is Christ.     

                                    May I wish you all a Blessed and Happy  Christmas and New Year.                         From the Editor. 
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