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Christian care for families
BRI Norwich




Readings for Wave of Prayer Jan 4th - 7th 2016/7
1) Swaziland is one of the smallest countries in Africa with a very diverse climate: from cool and mountainous high veld, to a hot and dry low veld. Agriculture and manufacturing make up the majority of the employment opportunities.
The Diocese of Swaziland was founded in 1968 and is bordered by the Republic of South Africa and Mozambique. There are 1,130 Mothers’ Union members.
Mothers’ Union members distribute food and clothing to communities hit hard by poverty and drought, while others carry out visits to prisons and donate clothes, toys and nappies to children born to prisoners. Other activities include sewing, running soup kitchens and working alongside our parishes in Baptism and Confirmation classes.
Swaziland runs projects helping orphans in quite a few parishes. From these projects children are taught skills that will help them in later life and are guided in their spiritual growth. 
Mothers’ Union members have been very active in 2014 including holding their main cluster meeting which was attended by the Bishop of Swaziland and myself as their president. Other activities include training on MU teachings and Baking in order to provide an income; promoting Christian Marriage; working with people for their welfare, including providing information on HIV and Aids. We also hold Women’s World Day of Prayer services and Ladies’ Days, visit branches, host orphans and work in pre-schools.

Their chosen bible passage comes from Ezekiel 18:20   
‘The one who sins is the one who will die.  The child shall not share the guilt of the parent, nor will the parent share the guilt of the child.  The righteousness of the righteous will be credited to them, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against them.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
2) The Diocesan President of Aguata, Mrs Jane Efobi commented in 2012, “We are proud of Mothers’ Union’s work in the strengthening and preservation of marriage and Christian family life”.
In the past year good news events have taken place across the Province; these have included a Mothering Sunday Celebration and a Regional Conference on the theme – “Ask and it shall be given”. 
Aguata Diocese is getting stronger and stronger by the grace of God. There are at least 2,000 Mothers’ Union members in the diocese. It is a rural area with a predominantly elderly membership. The vision of the Mothers’ Union in Aguata is; ”to develop prayer and spiritual growth, families study and reflecting on family life and it's place in society”.  Challenges include how to resource members to take practical action to improve conditions for families in the communities in which they live.  They ask for prayers for unity among Christian families; for young couples and the needy; prayers for widows, widowers and orphans; prayers for God's empowerment on their proposed skill acquisition project and for the empowerment of the needy.
Aguata’s chosen bible passage comes from 
Psalm 37 vv 3-6
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.  Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord; trust him and He will do this: He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
3) Lagos Mainland Nigeria

Activities done by the members include visits to the less privileged; women’s conferences; clergy wives’ retreats; singles’ day; girls’ day; visits to schools, remand units and clinics; aid to widows and care and counselling for those who have been abused.  
Mothers’ Union in Lagos Mainland work very closely with other diocesan organisations including the Womens’ Guild and the Girls’ Guild. The Girls’ Guild was established in 1923 following a decision taken at the second general meeting of the Women's Guild in Lagos. The Guild is intended to be an umbrella group for all unmarried girls and ladies within the Anglican Communion. Membership is open to all baptized girls and ladies in the church. 
They have chosen a passage from St Matthew’s Gospel 6 vv19-21 - “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
Ruaha (Tanzania)
4) Their President, Mrs Sarah Mwaja, tells us the diocese currently has 44 parishes, 53 pastors and about 162,750 Church members.  Their vision statement is “to have a community that is empowered to live life in its fullness”. 
Their mission statement is “to seek and reach disadvantaged people living without hope and enable or empower them to experience the love of God in action through their daily living”.
Like many other dioceses in Tanzania poverty, unemployment and HIV/Aids are problems that the Mothers’ Union members are working to improve. Members work in partnership with Neema Crafts and have built the first disabled run guest house in Africa. The guest house provides training and employment for deaf and disabled trainees. Profits from the guest house are put towards the running costs of the physiotherapy centre for disabled children, and also help to make Neema's work with people with disabilities even more sustainable.
Mothers’ Union members pray with different groups of people according to their needs and their problems for example prayer for good examination results, school fees, healing from sickness, seeking job, marriage problems, and prayer for peace from the family level to international level. Through faith activities described above Mothers’ Union in Ruaha have helped people to believe in Jesus Christ and to tell others about the Mothers Union ministry.
Mothers’ Union works in partnership with other people and organizations such as Government workers especially lawyers, doctors, organizations which deal with children such as Child Evangelism Fellowship, Awana (Approved workmen are not ashamed) and Christian Council of Tanzania (CCT).
Mothers’ Union in Ruaha have conducted training enabling people to be aware of their rights according to Tanzanian laws for example Marriage Law, will and property rights (inheritance laws). People have also been trained on health issues including the relationship between HIV/AIDS and TB and on the five objectives of Mothers’ Union. 
Other activities include:  Visits to schools; Bible Study, teaching, encouraging and counselling people through the word of God and water supply projects.

Their chosen bible passage comes from Joel 2 v23 -  Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful.  He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
5) The Diocese of Chotanagpur is a diocese in the Church of North India (CNI). The Church of North India was inaugurated in September 1970 and is an ecumenical Church uniting the Anglican, Methodist, Congregational, Presbyterian, and Reformed churches. All members of Women’s Fellowship for Christian Service in the Church of North India are affiliated to the global Mothers’ Union.
The Women’s Fellowship in Chotanagpur continues ongoing activities and meetings, and runs projects to help address the issues faced in the area. The members are very passionate about ministry to the sick, broken families, the elderly, and raising children in Christian teaching.  Through their programmes and activities the Women’s Fellowship is also committed to working to address gender inequality in India. 
Members in Chotanagpur have chosen Psalm 56 vv3-4
When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  In God whose word I praise – in God I trust and am not afraid.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
6)  Norwich -There are 1,048 Mothers’ Union members in this Diocese.
Away From It All holidays and ‘Angel Tree’ are favourite projects for many branches. Other projects include knitting - hats and blankets for our three hospitals as well as jumpers and blankets for a hospital in Uganda.  Individual branches run many projects which, though small are equally valuable.  These include support for women’s refuges and a young people’s hostel; drop-in cafés; help for slow readers in village schools and involvement in leading pram and toddler services, ‘Open The Book’ school assemblies and Messy Church. Our members have been active in the Bye Buy Childhood campaign and ‘Loving for Life’ marriage preparation sessions have been welcomed in various places leading to our work with the Diocese to provide a church presence at wedding fairs.
Our website, and Facebook have promoted the 16 Days of Action Against Gender Based Violence and initiating Mothers’ Union prayer for the kidnapped girls of Chibok in Nigeria. Norwich Diocese Mothers’ Union is based very much on prayer and the wave of prayer is a decisive part of our worship and Mothers’ Union life. It is used regularly in branch and diocesan worship and on the first Thursday of every month in the Cathedral. Our Wave of Prayer brings us together as we pray in groups or individually for our overseas and UK Dioceses. 
For our bible passage we chose Matthew 5 v 16 - 
Let you light shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
