Wave of Prayer, 4 - 7 January 2016/7

Silence or quiet music while we leave behind our busy lives and quiet ourselves in God’s presence.

Opening Prayer: 
We celebrate each other’s gifts from God. May our appreciation of them bring praise to the Giver.

 With thanks we celebrate each other’s gifts and their significance to our lives.
 We praise God for those whose skills meet a need; those whose creativity enriches us; those who impart compassion and hope.

 As the body of Christ, we rejoice to combine our gifts; our own enhanced through unity with another’s.  We delight in working together for the kingdom of God.

 How lavish is our God! We celebrate your generosity to us    with thankful hearts.  Amen
With thankfulness and love we take our place 
in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.
Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 
with members worldwide; with those known to us or not
With support and love we reach out 
to our sisters and brothers across the world.
Strengthen our commitment to those with whom 
we share vision and values; wherever we may live.  
In unity and love we link hands with our worldwide family of God.
Unite us in worship; build us in service, as together we seek to share your love
Five candles are lit as our linked dioceses are named one by one)
We look forward with anticipation to the joy of being united in prayer with Swaziland; Ruaha in Tanzania; Aguata and Lagos Mainland in Nigeria, and Chotanagpur in North India. Bind us together in mutual love and support
 as we uphold one another in prayer. 
Loving Lord, help us to fully appreciate the blessings of being united in the family of God. Let us be ever ready to intercede for each other for God’s assistance and protection.  May God encourage us in heart and unite us in love.
Leader - Every diocese has been invited to share news about their members and the work they do, and to choose a bible passage to share with us.

We hear first from Mrs Irene Skosana, Diocesan President of Swaziland
1st Reading (Swaziland)     followed by a time of silence 

Leader Let us pray
With thankfulness and love we take our place

 in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.

Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 

with members worldwide; with those known to us or not.   

Mothers’ Union members in Nigeria are working to support the young and those in need in their communities.  Membership of Mothers’ Union in is highly encouraged though some groups do struggle with attendance at meetings. However, they are focused on providing opportunities for children and being role models. 

2nd Reading  (Aguata)      followed by a time of silence
The President of Lagos Mainland, in Nigeria Mrs Bassey Akinde reports that the Mothers’ Union in Lagos Mainland Diocese are very active.
3rd  Reading (Lagos Mainland)    followed by a time of silence

Leader. Let us pray
With thankfulness and love we take our place 
in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.
Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 
with members worldwide; with those known to us or not

The diocese of Ruaha in Tanzania started in 1987 as an outreach zone and officially become a diocese in its own right in 1990. 

4th Reading (Ruaha) Followed by a time of silence)
Leader let us pray
With thankfulness and love we take our place

in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.

Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 

with members worldwide; with those known to us or not.   
Chotanagpur is a plateau in North-Eastern India, which covers much of Jharkhand state as well as adjacent parts of Odisha, West Bengal, Bihar and Chhattisgarh. The Indo-Gangetic plain lies to the north and east of the plateau, and the basin of the Mahanadi River lies to the south. The total area of the Chota Plateau is approximately 65,000 square kilometres.

5th Reading  (Chotanagpur)     followed by a time of silence.  

Leader let us pray
With thankfulness and love we take our place

in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.

Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 

with members worldwide; with those known to us or not.   
Finally we remember our own Diocese of Norwich.
6th Reading (Norwich) Followed by a brief time of silence 

Leader Let us pray
With thankfulness and love we take our place 
in the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide.
Open our eyes to the significance of relationship 
with members worldwide; with those known to us or not.   
With support and love we reach out 
to our sisters and brothers across the world.
Strengthen our commitment to those with whom 
we share vision and values; wherever we may live.  

In unity and love we link hands with our worldwide family of God.
Unite us in worship; build us in service, as together we seek to share your love.

Silence or quiet music while we reflect on all we have heard.

Leader.  We say together the Lord’s Prayer.

The Mothers’ Union Prayer is shared with all our members around the world, and so, together with members in Tanzania, Swaziland, Nigeria and North India we say:

Loving Lord
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the members of the Mothers’ Union
as we seek to share your love
through the encouragement, strengthening 
and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your spirit
may we be united in prayer and worship,
and in love and service reach out as your hands
across the world.
In Jesus name.  Amen
