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Congratulations 
Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconry 
Holy Trinity Church, Margate 50+ years Membership, 
     Dorothy Chapman 
     and Eileen Welcome 

     40+ years Membership, 
     Mary Weitzel and Nora Reeves 

     100th Birthday, Nora Reeves 

St Martin & St Pauls Church, 
Canterbury     Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
     Ann and Ray Gosbee 

St Leonards Church Deal  90th Birthday, Jean Milne   
      

           
Maidstone Archdeaconry 
St Michael’s Church, Sittingbourne 99th Birthday, Florence Court 
           
St Nicholas Church, Allington Golden Wedding Anniversary 
     Dee and Gordon Lorimer 

FROM THE EDITOR… 
What a summer we have had! I hope you all had a good one and have 
not suffered with the heat or got too sunburnt. If you had a ‘Summer 
of Hope’ garden party, I trust it went well with our truly summer 
weather. One event I did hear about was St Stephen’s Canterbury’s 
Cream Tea, which didn’t go as well as expected but raised £62.90. The 
diocese have raised a total of £560.90. 

Please note a change of deadline for the next newsletter.  

Our theme for next year is “Listen, observe, act – in step with God.”  
All that’s left for me to say this time is have a Happy Christmas. 

David Horwood 

Front Cover Photo:  
In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps one of our 5 objects is to bring faith into 
the family.



Dear friends, 

We are continuing the MULOA journey and we are focussing 
on our listening skills. There are many opportunities in our 
churches to be an effective and safe ’listening ear’.  Do 
come along for the full MULOA experience at the next All 
Members Meeting in November.  I would very much 
encourage you to be there.  

I thank everyone who has come forward for leadership roles 
in our Diocese.  And now elections are taking place in the 
branches. The important thing is to keep your praying 
fellowship and to support the aims of Mothers’ Union work at home, in the Diocese 
and worldwide.  We have elections for our worldwide president for a new 
triennium.   

We are looking forward to our Advent service with the address by Mothers’ Union 
Central Chaplain Bishop Andrew Proud. It is a privilege to be the only service for 
Advent in the Cathedral.  Bring along friends and let us fill the Quire. 

To support the MU ‘16 Days of Activism’ campaign to end violence against women 
and girls we have arranged for us an extended Cathedral Prayer time in November.  
An estimated 1.9 million adults aged 16 to 59 years experienced domestic abuse in 
the last reported year ending March 2017 Crime Survey for England and Wales (1.2 
million women, 713,000 men). Domestic abuse-related crimes recorded by the 
police accounted for 32% of violent crimes and from which some lost their lives.  

Another item of interest with reference to social policy is that there is a 
government open consultation for Relationships (and sex) education and Health 
education. 

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) this is a ‘rule of thumb’ for everyone 
that if you hold personal data on behalf of MU you must ask yourselves two 
questions: Is it relevant to my position in MU? Do I need it? if the answer is ‘yes’ 
then it needs to be either password protected on the computer or in a locked 
cabinet.  If it is not needed then it needs to be shredded. We must NEVER give out 
phone numbers and/or emails without permission and do ‘blind copy’ your email 
recipients. 

I have had my share of weird and wonderful journeys - one journey, between two 
branch events, along country roads of a single car width with those familiar with 
the route were speeding towards home brought to mind the classic joke – if you 
are going there then I wouldn’t start from here! It took longer than its stated 40 
minutes as I let others overtake.  Every journey must start somewhere and the 
first step may be the hardest but it will be rewarding. 

Grace and Peace,  Marianna Poliszczuk Diocesan President, 
email: marianna2@compuserve.com 
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St Michael and All Angels Church, Marden
We welcomed thirty members and guests to our annual bring and share supper 
evening on July 18th. Marianna Poliszczuk (Diocesan President), Jean Sweetman 
(Archdeaconry President) and Marylyn Collins gave us a most interesting and 
moving presentation on their recent visit to Uganda.

The photo shows Marianna, Jean and Marylyn with Marden’s Team Committee: 
Carol Walker, Ann Woodgate, Jane Lowther, Rosemary McArragher, Sarah Davis, 
Janet Codling and Margaret Bradford.
Rosemary McArragher

Sittingbourne Community Wardrobe 
What will you be doing with your child's old school 
uniform? Donating unwanted school clothing could 
make a big difference to another family and the 
environment too! Our Churches are working with 
community partners to collect, launder, sew on any 
buttons etc. and distribute clothing at a number of 
events and places, and Mothers' Union has played 
their part in the ironing team. If you would like to 
get involved, search out your local group or start one 
yourself.
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Holy Trinity Church, Margate

The Afternoon Branch warmly 
welcomed Paul Kelly-Moore to their 
meeting for an informal talk.  He read 
from his book of poetry and creative 
writing.  The  extracts from which were 
always rich with meaning, gave us 
wonderful word pictures and were 
sometimes humorous.
Marianna Poliszczuk

The Canterbury 
and Ashford 
Archdeaconry 
President, 
Margaret Horwood 
was invited to 
Holy Trinity 
Church on Sunday 
29th July to 
present Long Term 
Certificates to four 
amazing ladies, 
Dorothy Chapman, 
Mary Weitzel, Nora Reeves and Eileen Welcome.  The total years of service to the 
Mothers’ Union was almost 200 years which in itself, is wonderful, but from four 
members of the same branch is beyond belief.  It was a very moving occasion and 
the ladies were also presented with a copy of the Special Prayer by the Archbishop in 
card form and in large print and a small rose plant.  They were also presented with 
flowers from the branch and there was a cake which the members shared with the 
congregation.
Margaret Horwood 
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London Marathon Walk 
There is a group of MU 
members from Holy 
Trinity Church Margate, 
who are competing in a 
London walking 
Marathon. Hazel Elks, 
Georgia Elks, Louise 
Clark, Angela Drew 
Robinson, Wendy James, 
Julie Thurman Newell 
and myself. The reason we 
are taking part is to raise money and awareness of MU. We are all aware of 
how blessed we are living a life of plenty and remembering Our Saviour, who 
asks us to feed the hungry, visit the sick and protect the widow, all of which 
our beloved MU does. The bonus of this event is that as a group we are 
getting to know each other so much better. We are blessed to be able to take 
part and we thank God for His care and protection over us. 
If you would like to donate you can go onto the JustGiving page, and type in 
MU London walking Marathon Rita and my name and our page will come up. 
Rita Pengelly 

Administrator   Susan Bradley 01303 864289  
    Wingmore, Brady Road, Lyminge, 
    CT18 8EU  
    E-mail: sbradleymu@gmail.com 
Canterbury & Ashford Margaret Horwood 01227 455080 
Archdeaconry President  E-mail:  apcanterburymu@gmail.com 
Maidstone Archdeaconry  Jean Sweetman 01622 728233 
President   E-mail:   jeansweetman@blueyonder.co.uk  

Diocesan Website: www.muenterprises.org/canterburymu 
Mothers’ Union Website: www.mothersunion.org 

Registered Charity No. 250124 
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Together in Prayer 
October - November - December - 2018 

Revd Wendy Jackson-Hill, Pastoral Advisor for 
Canterbury and Ashford Archdeaconry 

When I was in full time ministry, officiating at weddings was always a great joy. 
The first meeting with the starry eyed couple coming to arrange for their Banns 
to be called, then leading them through a preparation course, then usually the 
evening before The Big Day gathering in the church for a rehearsal. I always 
marvelled at the transformation that took place overnight- from a scruffy bunch 
of people in flip flops, jeans and T shirts they would arrive the next day looking 
absolutely wonderful! 

Love is a wonderful thing, Love changes 
everything. 

I often used a poem called The Art of 
Marriage as a sermon at weddings and as 
Mothers' Union champions Marriage and 
Family Life I thought it might be a good 
piece for us to think about. 

Here it is:- 
The Art of Marriage. 

A good marriage must be created, 
In marriage, the little things are the big things.. 

It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say, ‘I love you’ at least once every day 

It is never going to sleep angry. 
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 

It is standing together and facing the world 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in 
thoughtful ways. 

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 
It is not only marrying the right person ..... 

It is being the right partner. 



October 

A good marriage must be created, 
In marriage, the little things are the big things.. 

It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say, ‘I love you’ at least once every day 

It is never going to sleep angry. 
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 

We so often take things and people for granted don’t we? Not only in marriage 
but in our relationships with friends, children, the people we meet in our daily 
lives. When did you last make a conscious effort to affirm your spouse if you are 
fortunate to still have one or someone else? 
A compliment on his/her appearance, praise for something they’ve done, 
affirmation of just what a great person he or she is. So often we find fault, 
criticise and undermine. 
Physical contact is good for us, hugs have in recent years become very popular 
and seeing a couple holding hands is lovely. Someone once asked his friend why 
he always held his wife’s hand when they went shopping, he replied ‘when I hold 
her hand she can’t get into her purse!’   
Don’t be afraid of reaching out and touching a friend. 
When did you last say ‘I love you’ to someone?  A woman once complained to 
her husband 
‘You never tell me you love me.’ He replied ‘on our wedding day 40 years ago I 
told you I loved you and if anything changed I’d have told you by now!’  
Prayer thought: Help me Father God to reach out in love to everyone I meet, to 
show your love in all I do, think and say day by day.  Help me to be kind and 
gentle. 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Saturday 13th October Autumn Market - Kendall Hall, St Mary  
 Bredin’s Church, Nunnery Fields,   
 Canterbury. 10.30 am to 2.00 pm 

Thursday 26th October Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Monday 29th - Wednesday 31st October 

  Provincial Conference - High Leigh 

Together in Prayer



November 

It is standing together and facing the world 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful 
ways. 

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 

I come from South Africa and the Country’s  Motto used to be ‘Eendrag maak 
Krag’ ( Afrikaans ) the English translation is ‘Unity is Strength’ and I’m sure we 
all agree on that. Bind three strands of rope together and you get a very strong 
cord.  
Love is the cement which holds a marriage together and that spills over into the 
wider family and community. So many families are torn apart by selfishness, 
violence and the inability to stand together and support each other.  
Look for ways to show your appreciation, be lavish in thanking people for their 
services in the shops, in church and at home. 
Many of us find it hard to forgive when people hurt us and it is a sombre thought 
that if we don’t forgive others then we cannot expect to be forgiven by God!  I’ve 
often heard the comment ‘Oh yes I’ve forgiven him/her BUT I cannot forget ‘ 
Well  I believe we’d all be in a spot of trouble if God said that about us! 
Prayer thought: 
God of love, thank you for loving me. Make me a channel of your love, peace 
and joy. 
Merciful Father, thank you for forgiving me, enable me to forgive others and 
myself. Amen. 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Tuesday 6th November Autumn Council 10.00am - 2.30pm  
 St Paul’s Church, Canterbury, & bring a  
 packed lunch 

Wednesday 21st November Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Sunday 25th November - Monday 10th December - 16 Days of Activism   
 Against Gender Violence Campaign 
 Daily prayers 

Thursday 29th November  Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon to   
 1.00pm - St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Together in Prayer



December 

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 

As we approach Christmas consider the situation into which God sent His 
Son, a modest gentle young woman accepts the invitation to become the 
Mother of God, she had no idea what she was taking on but she was obedient. 
Her Baby was born in a stable surrounded by animals and a somewhat motley 
group of Shepherds who came in to see what was going on, I believe the 
atmosphere in that stable must have been filled with love and wonderment. 

God sought out a good and beautiful young woman to be the one together 
with Joseph her husband to create an atmosphere of love and happiness in 
their family home in Nazareth where His Son could be nurtured and prepared 
for the huge task that lay ahead of Him. 

Prayer thought: 
Thank you Heavenly Father for the precious gift of Jesus. 
Give me a generous spirit, show me those who need help and enable me to 
reach out as your hands to share your love not only at Christmas but at all 
times. 

A Christmas blessing 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of 
the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary and the peace of the Christ-
child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Wednesday 5th December MU Advent Service in Quire of   
 Canterbury Cathedral at 11.00am with  
 Bishop Andrew Proud, MU Central   
 Chaplain 

Please note; No Cathedral Prayer Time 

Together in Prayer



1 Corinthians 13 - Christmas Style 
If I decorate my house perfectly with lovely plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights, 
and shiny glass balls, but do not show love to my family – I’m just another decorator. 
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cakes, preparing gourmet 
meals, and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love 
to my family – I’m just another cook. 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I have to 
charity, but do not show love to my family – it profits me nothing. 
If I trim the tree with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad 
of holiday parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, - I have 
missed the point. 
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 
Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. 
Love doesn’t envy another home that has coordinated Christmas china and table 
linens. 
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of your way. 
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to 
those who can’t. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. 
Love never fails.  Video games will break; pearl necklaces will be lost; golf clubs will 
rust.  But giving the gift of love will endure. 
by Sharon Jaynes © 

In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps - Central Presidents 
The theme of this year's General Meeting is 
"Celebration" as we look at the successes of 
Mothers' Union in the past triennium. We will 
also look to the future as we think about our 
learnings so far from MULOA and the 
opportunities the organisation has going 
forward. Our keynote speaker will be Rachel 
Carnegie, Co-Executive Director at The Anglican 
Alliance. 
As we go into a new year and new triennium we 
show a photo of current and former Central 
Presidents:-Trish Heywood-Brown, Pat Harris,   
Lynne Tembey,  Christine Eames,  and 
Rosemary Kempsell. We thank them all for their 
years of service.  Those going to the General 
Meeting in Swansea will be able to say farewell 
to Lynne Tembey.    5

Christmas



Home 
 is a joint project between the Diocese’s 
Communities and Partnerships 
Framework,  People United and 
Ashford Borough Council,  bringing 
newly arrived Syrian refugee mums 
together with local resident mums and 
interested MU members (a follow on 
from the Hat te Bah initiative).  
Supported by Arts Council England the 
participants have been  working with 
visual artist Anna Rey over a period of 6 
months to explore the theme of home: 
Together, the group will create artworks 
for a public exhibition in Ashford in 
October. 
Marianna Poliszczuk  

Willowbrook Place  
We are saddened to hear of the 
imminent closure of the Teenage 
Parent Unit ,  Willowbrook 
Place, in Maidstone.  This was a 
purpose built project with 
Golding Homes funded by KCC ; 
with six self-contained 
apartments and communal 
facilities.  During this time 
Mothers’ Union has supplied 17 
starter home packs.  Last year we 
were pleased to help the young 
families by a visit to a reindeer 
centre (see picture) as part of the 
MU AFIA  project . 
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St John the Baptist Church, Tunstall
Our July Strawberry Tea was held in the garden of 
Dr. and Mrs. Kerr on Wednesday 18th July. It was 
well attended by Mothers’ Union 
 members and people from the parish. The 
photograph to the right shows Duncan and 
Margaret Kerr and Sue and Rachel Thomas serving 
tea. Hilde Rowe was given a card and flowers as 
she celebrated her 90th birthday in August.

This photograph shows Hilde with Marianna 
Poliszczuk (Diocesan President) and members 
of the committee Pam Gray, Sue Thomas and 
Margaret Philpott.
Sue Thomas

Taize
Valerie Browne, Jean and John Sweetman, 
Annemarie Jarvis pictured at Taize.  In the 
Summer a small group from the Diocese 
spent a week at Taize led by Revd Lesley 
Valiant. We found it to be a fruitful time of 
spiritual refreshment. If you would like to 
hear our first hand experiences at a branch 
meeting and/or anyone is interested in going 
to Taize next year, travelling by Eurostar 
from Ashford to France, please contact 
Susan Bradley.

This newsletter is produced by Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Canterbury. All items must come with 
a note of the contributor’s name and contact details. The editor reserves the right to edit or not publish 
anything received. Items are not intended to represent the official position of the Church of England, 
nor the official position of the Mothers’ Union
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Those Who Have Died
Maidstone Archdeaconry
St Laurence Church, Hawkhurst Sylvia Parkinson & Sheila Radford

Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconry
St Leonard's Church, Deal Jean Jaggs      

Dates for your Diary
Please remember in your prayers:

Saturday 13th October Autumn Market - Kendall Hall, St Mary  
 Bredin’s Church, Nunnery Fields,   
 Canterbury. 10.30 am to 2.00 pm 

Thursday 26th October Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Monday 29th - Wednesday 31st October 
 Provincial Conference - High Leigh 

Tuesday 6th November Autumn Council 11.00am - 2.30pm  
 St Paul’s Church, Canterbury, & bring a  
 packed lunch 

Wednesday 21st November Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Sunday 25th November - Monday 10th December - 16 Days of Activism   
 Against Gender Violence Campaign 
 Daily prayers 

Thursday 29th November  Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon to   
 1.00pm - St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Wednesday 5th December Mothers’ Union Advent Service in Quire  
 of Canterbury Cathedral  
 at 11.00am with Bishop  
 Andrew Proud, MU   
 Central Chaplain 

There is NO Cathedral Prayer Time in December 



Prudential RideLondon 
BIG congratulations to Mothers’ 
Union Chief Executive Bev Jullien 
for completing the Prudential 
RideLondon for our life-changing 
organisation, despite the 
(surprising!) wind and rain, and 
raising over £1800.  What an 
incredible achievement!  For 
example, for £1000, or £10 per mile, 
8 people can be trained to teach 
members of their communities in 
Ethiopia to read and write, 
transforming their lives, and their 
ability to support their families, for 
ever. 

You can still show your support by donating to her Just Giving page here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bevjullien 
Focus on Film 
The Mothers’ Union of St Dunstan’s, Canterbury continue to host successful food and 
fellowship events focussed on film which have a strong story line reflecting our aims 
and objects.  This year there was the opportunity to meet the hero of ‘Marvellous,’ 
Neil Baldwin, who triumphs against the odds due to kindness, perseverance and a 
terrific sense of humour. 

There is a partnership of MU and Damaris Media, and I, with a few MU friends of St 
Nicholas, Allington, had illuminating discussions after viewing the film Victoria and 
Abdul .  We downloaded its free resources and the DVD and booklet are on loan in 
the Maidstone Archdeaconry. The newest film with additional resources is Edie who 
embarks on a life-affirming adventure.  

 If you plan on buying the DVD or downloading the Mary 
Magdalene film, it is worth getting a copy of the free companion 
booklet downloaded from MU central website. The film raises 
serious issues such as gender equality in a biblical context and the 
booklet, produced together with Damaris Media, contains some 
group activity ideas. If you would like to explore these themes 
further with members of your church or Mothers’ Union branch.  
https://www.mothersunion.org/news/mary-magdalene-film. 
Marianna Poliszczuk 

Mothers’ Union
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Following in Mary Sumner’s Footsteps 
Mothers’ Union Printed Fabric 

Mothers’ Union have partnered with 
UK based printed fabric company, 
Woven Monkey, t o o f f e r ou r 
membership a variety of Mothers’ 
Union fabric designs.              
Perfect for displays, presentations, 
clothing and soft furnishings; the 
possibilities are endless! 
By purchasing through Woven 
Monkey, a percentage of your sale 
goes directly to Mothers’ Union. 
With special thanks to the Diocese of 
Oxford for their recommendation. 
Shop direct from Woven Monkey  or via 
the MUe shop 
Also available from MUe is the Mothers’ 
Union scarf. 
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