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New Members 
Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconries 
All Souls Church, Cheriton   Pat Newman and Iris Bowshell   

St Martin & St Paul’s Church, Canterbury Rosemary Ross, Bill Moss and   
      Revd Mark Griffin 

St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury  Jean Baker 

St Cosmus and St Damian Blean with Tyler Hill Fellowship 
      24 Members enrolled    

Maidstone Archdeaconry 
Minster Abbey, Isle of Sheppey   Sheillagh Zammit-Flores   

Congratulations 
Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconries 
St Leonard’s Church, Deal  Wedding Anniversary Joan and Ben   
     Finney, 65 years of marriage 

Whitstable Fellowship Group  Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
     Beryl and Raymond Clarke 

     94th Birthday, Vera Parker, 67 years a   
     member 
Maidstone Archdeaconry 
St Nicholas Church, Allington  90th Birthday, Jessica Good 
     80th Birthday, Mary Gentry 
     50 Years Membership, Connie Davies 

Holy Cross Church, Bearsted  90th Birthday, Jean Corps 

FROM THE EDITOR… 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Mothering 
Sunday whether it was as a mother, with a 
mother, grandmother, or friends and neighbours. 
You can still buy ethical gifts to help the ‘Make A 
Mother’s Day’ campaign from the MUe shop.  

David Horwood 

Front Cover Photo: The recently found portrait 
painting of Mary Sumner. Looking a severe lady, 
as was the case generally with Victorian 
portraits of the day, but we  know now that she 
was a lady with a warm heart and strong 
christian principles for family life. She cared for 
and protected her niece and her illegitimate 
son. 



My dear friends,

While we wait for the updated central website to ‘go live’ may I 
draw your attention to a new 2 minute video on YouTube –  
Who Are We?   Mothers’ Union now is across 84 countries – 
with branches in Peru.  And it is rumoured there may be another 
MU start up in Liberia.  I find it amazing when Canterbury 
province can include the Falkland Islands!

Many of us were caught up in the joy of the young couple and a 
royal marriage.  We are tasked as members to be especially 
supportive of marriage and we can share with others our experiences of happiness in 
marriage and life partnerships.  Marriage may seem to be in decline in Europe but not so 
drastically, as statistics are skewed because marriages are happening later and often when 
couples have children.  

How are your group conversations going for MUloa?  The Trustees are taking forward this 
grassroots’ listening and exchanging ideas for what we can do better in our community.   
Promoting social justice is key for Mothers' Union:  speaking out on issues which adversely 
affect family life; common threads across different countries are gender equality, gender 
based violence, early marriage and tackling poverty.  

Are you looking at your next branch leader?  Remember nothing is ever ‘set in stone’ and 
responsibility can be shared by your volunteer committee.    

I have a favourite green packaway sunhat, a gift from MU DP Trinidad and Tobago.  It had an 
outing on our Diocesan pilgrimage (not without incident as I lost the sole of a shoe).  There 
are MSH fundraiser walks in October and the RideLondon-Surrey 100 on Sunday 29th July – 
but why not organise your own sporting challenge this Summer as a local fundraising event?  
But don’t forget the risk assessment.

Ronni Lamont, the contributor for our prayer insert, is involved in ministry with children and 
young people.  She recently co-led a course ‘to see children and young people as Fellow 
Pilgrims’ and to explore what practical implications that change of view will have on our 
worshipping communities.  Once again Mothers' Union was at Big Church Day Out at both 
the North and South events running the Under 7's Soft Play tent. 

We can provide living examples of our willingness to respond to the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit in applying it in the most difficult, and/or unexpected of circumstances.  I can report 
that we are offering our practical help to support both the Kent Refugee Projects Officer 
and the University of Kent Chaplaincy.

Grace and Peace,  Marianna Poliszczuk Diocesan President,  email: marianna2@compuserve.com
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St Mary the Virgin, Minster Thanet Fellowship Group
A Day To Remember - Maundy Thursday 29th March 2018

I had the honour of receiving Maundy Money from Her 
Majesty the Queen at St George’s Chapel, Windsor on 
Maundy Thursday. It was a very moving service where 
there were 184 recipients, 92 men and 92 ladies; (92 being 
the Queen’s age).
As Her Majesty handed 
me the purses the choir 
were singing “Zadok the 
Priest”. It was a very 
emotional moment and I 
will never forget it. My 
son Peter accompanied 
me and after the Queen 
left the chapel we were 
taken to the State 
Apartments for lunch and were allowed to look round all 
the rooms with their wonderful art collections. We left the 

castle at about 2.00 pm; certainly a day to remember.
Janet Walmsley

Holy Trinity Church, Margate
The Wednesday Evening Group
Lesley Gray of St. Anthony’s School for 
challenging children in our parish, wrote saying 
“a big 'thank you' for donating so many 
wonderful gifts which were all beautifully 
wrapped for our pupils to take home on Friday 
9th March. We are so lucky that you chose us to benefit from your donation and we 
greatly appreciate your kindness and generosity”.
I met Lesley at the Canterbury Food Festival 4 years ago.  Lesley mentioned that the 
children are unable  to buy gifts for mums on Mothering Sunday, so the Wednesday 
group thought it would be a kind thought to collect gifts and wrap them for the 
children who then give them as a gift to their Mother. Many of the children come 
from families who face many challenges.  Valerie Browne, Trustee and Leader
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Wave of Prayer Celebration
Our Wave of Prayer Day was held in Canterbury on one of the coldest and snowy 
days of the year, even so an indomitable 16 people turned up at St. Paul's Church to 
enjoy the celebration.
We started in church with the procession and presentation of national flags 
representing each of our Links, sang hymns including 'All our blessings, all our 
joys' (from the new MU Mothering Sunday Service), heard God's Word and 
celebrated Holy Communion.
We then enjoyed a time of fellowship, fun and learning about our Link Dioceses. 
Lunch was food prepared by our members using recipes or produce from our Link 
countries, and it was appreciated by everybody, especially the hot dishes!

We ended our day with a slide show from the recent visit of members to our South 
Sudan link, followed by raising our prayers on the Wave of Prayer line, (see photo) 
which can be added to over the months ahead, and culminating at the 2019  Diocesan 
Service and Celebration day on Saturday 16th March.
Revd Lesley Valiant, Diocesan Chaplain

Diocesan Pilgrimage - Plucks 
Gutter to St Augustine’s Abbey
Photo shows; standing l-r John Sweetman, 
Revd Lesley Valiant, Marianna Poliszczuk, 
Sally Phillips, Jean Sweetman,  Liz & Tony 
Deane. (front) Sandra Goodey, Vinny 
Phillips, Valerie Browne.
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Holy Trinity Church, Milton Regis
We had a wonderful congregation from 
parishes in Sittingbourne and the Isle of 
Sheppey at our Lady Day Deanery Service.  
The service was a Eucharist conducted by 
Revd Canon Caroline Pinchbeck and a very 
thoughtful address given by Mrs Janet 
Phillips, Reader at Holy Trinity Church, 
Sittingbourne. 
Refreshments were served in the tower 
after the service, a scrumptious selection 
of cakes provided by the Mothers' Union, 
Milton Regis. Lady Day in 2019 returns 
to its original date of 25th March.
Jean Chamberlain, Branch Leader

Banner photo shows: Jenny Bowles and 
Laiza Chikot 

Administrator   Susan Bradley 01303 864289  
    Wingmore, Brady Road, Lyminge, 
    CT18 8EU  
    E-mail: sbradleymu@gmail.com 
Canterbury & Ashford Margaret Horwood 01227 455080 
Archdeaconry President  E-mail:  apcanterburymu@gmail.com 
Maidstone Archdeaconry  Jean Sweetman 01622 728233 
President   E-mail:   jeansweetman@blueyonder.co.uk  

Diocesan Website: www.muenterprises.org/canterburymu 
Mothers’ Union Website: www.mothersunion.org 

Registered Charity No. 250124 
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The photo shows: Jan Phillips, MU 
President Marianna Poliszczuk, 
Revd Canon Caroline Pinchbeck, 
Angie Daniel and Jean 
Chamberlain.
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Together in Prayer 
July - August - September - 2018 

Ronni Lamont 

Faith and Nurture Adviser, Diocese of Canterbury  

I love this stage of the year. The glorious summer, moving into the 
early autumn; the birds which I feed in the garden and so enjoy 
watching start gathering on the power lines and then they are off 
and away! 
I have recently discovered the joy of gardening, and in my diocesan 
role spend a lot of time advising schools and churches on ‘Spiritual 
gardens’- an area of land that is designed to help folk to slow down 
and think about the big things in life, or, as one primary child said ‘Is 
it somewhere where *** can go when he’s angry?’ Indeed it is, so that 
we can calm our souls. As Psalm 131, little known but worth 
discovering says; 

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up,  
   my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 
   too great and too marvellous for me.  
But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
   like a weaned child with its mother;  
   my soul is like the weaned child that is with me. 

Summer is a time to holiday, to rest and reflect and psychologically 
do that fulcrum thing where we change our focus from the summer 
before us to the coming autumn and winter…so these prayers reflect 
some thoughts about this time in our lives as well as this year’s 
seasons. 



July 

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put 
the man whom he had formed. Genesis 2 v 8 

Are you in the summer of your life? Have you reached the point where you 
can see the evidence of the hard work you put in earlier, and be able to sit 
back and enjoy the sun on your face without that need to be doing and 
achieving? Are you managing a good work/life balance that means you can 
set aside time to be and not do? 

Do you now have time? Time to enter 
a sacred space and be still?  

Say the words of Psalm 131 and think 
about their impact: the psalmist is 
talking about total stillness after the 
ravages of being a child then an 
adolescent and coming to full adult 
hood. Before you the ‘second half of 
life’, according to Jung, stretches 
into the distance, when your 
spirituality may begin to change as you become wiser, possibly facing 
physical challenges as you age, and you begin to give far more than you 
receive. The frantic first part of life is done, and the second half is opening 
up before you. 

Prayer;   Lord, help me to be still 
   To sit and wait upon you. 
   To calm my soul, and just to be in your embrace. 
   To love you, and know you love me. Amen 

(Richard Rohr’s insightful book ‘Falling Upward’  is a wonderful exploration 
of this second half of life, but only makes sense if you are fifty plus!) 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Wednesday 4th July Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Tuesday 24th - Thursday 26th July B & I Leadership Meeting - Feedback   
 from MULOA 

Thursday 26th July Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Friday 27th July Copy Deadline for Newsletter 

Together in Prayer



August 

My abiding memory of last August was rain. July was glorious, and then on the first 
day of the school summer holidays, the heavens opened and it seemed to go on 
until the children went back to school! 

How often do we build up great hopes, dreams and plans, only for them all to have 
to be adjusted and reworked?  We all know what happened after God put the man 
in the garden and his wife met the snake…was that all part of the original plan?   
C. S. Lewis wrote a wonderful sci-fi story about this subject, and ‘Voyage to Venus’ 
(sometimes called ‘Perelandra’) deals with the ‘did God have an alternative plan?’ 
question. I wonder…  
Looking back at your life, how often have you had to change tack, think of option 
b, revise your hopes and dreams?  Yet so often it is when we have laid the plans 
and decided our way forward that things go wrong, and out of the disaster comes a 
better way, a new idea, a more positive way to move forward. 

As August goes by, ponder the way that your life journey has taken unexpected, 
unplanned turns, and how God has always been there with you, guiding you. Look 
again at Psalm 131; remember how you needed to pause upon God’s breast like a 
young child cuddling her mother, breathe 
deeply until you reached a place of calm 
and security, before God let you go to 
move into the future again? 

In the same way that gardens need 
tidying, replanting and redesigning 
before they reach their best, so we need 
to let go, rest in God, and reflect at how 
God’s hand has guided us more clearly 
when it began to rain, and the sun no 
longer shone. 

Prayer; When life rains on me 
 Help me to remember that you are there  
 Behind the clouds.  
 Help me to go with your plans, not mine  
 Calmly, and with acceptance of your will. Amen 

Please remember in your prayers: 
Thursday 9th August Mary Sumner Day 

Thursday 30th August Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Together in Prayer



September 
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past... 
You sweep them away; they are like a dream,  
   like grass that is renewed in the morning;  
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
   in the evening it fades and withers. Psalm 90 

If you look carefully at this image, you 
can see that autumn is on the way. The 
leaves are beginning to turn, and in a 
few weeks the picture will be 
transformed into a blaze of new 
colours. 

In a society that is youth obsessed and 
spends millions pretending that we 
don’t age, spend a moment reflecting 
that the turning of the autumn leaves 
is a blessing - for they will feed and 
nurture the soil and new life. Do you 
need to return to Psalm 131- is it hard for you to acknowledge the turning 
of the seasons, and the changes that accompany them?  

September is the herald of autumn, often the most beautiful of months for 
me and many others, and in the drawing in of the evenings and lowering of 
the temperature, we know the truth of Psalm 90. Our God is eternal, and 
our lives are short…so let us return to our mother’s breast once more, and 
give thanks for the eternal comforter, and the knowledge that we too will 
return to whence we came. 

Prayer; Time is passing Lord, 
  Time is passing. Help me  
  to recognise the coming future  
  that I have a place 
  And to relish the new roles and experiences 
  that are coming my way.  Amen. 
Please remember in your prayers: 
Wednesday 12th September Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Tuesday 18th September General Meeting - Swansea -    
 Celebration of Triennium 

Thursday 27th September Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Together in Prayer



The 62nd United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (UNCSW) took place between 
March 12th and 23rd and for the second year 
running Mother’s Union sent a delegation of 
members and staff to attend. The theme for 
this year is “facing the challenge of 
empowering rural women and girls”. As an 
organisation with around 4 million members, 

many of whom are rural women themselves, our delegation is well placed to be 
able to contribute to the discussions representing our members worldwide. That is 
why we sent a delegation of members and staff who will share their experience 
and unique knowledge with the forum. 

The issues facing rural women are many and complex. As a member from South 
Africa wrote “poverty... bears the face of a woman” highlighting how the burden 
of poverty disproportionately falls on the rural poor, especially women. Mothers’ 
Union have produced a statement for UNCSW based upon responses from over 250 
members from around the world on the issue. Our findings proved that issues such 
as isolation are universal across countries worldwide. However it emphasised that 
when rural women gain skills such as literacy and numeracy there are numerous 
positive outcomes including reductions in domestic abuse. The UNCSW is an 
important opportunity for our members to discuss these issues with 
representatives from their governments. 

One of our delegates this year, Leah Chipepa, 
told us how she plans “to engage with 
Zambia’s Minister of Guidance and Religious 
Affairs using the outcomes document as the 
basis for discussion on how Mothers’ Union 
can work with governments.” Through these 
discussions we hope that more women and 
girls than ever before will be given access to 
infrastructure, education and be more widely 
represented politically. 

This political participation is particularly 
important not only for women’s futures but also for peace in general. Studies have 
shown that peace agreements rarely even mention women, and even fewer have 
female negotiators and signatories. Despite this it has been shown that peace and 
reconciliation efforts that do provide for women, and involve them at the top level 
are far more likely to succeed. 
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(continued) This is why we feel that it is so important that Mothers’ Union are 
representing at UNCSW so their voices can be heard. 

Finally, although challenges exist for many rural women, rural communities can 
also be some of the most tight-knit, empowering and supportive and should be 
preserved when this is the case. The UNCSW will also discuss the problems facing 
all women, including those living in urban areas. You can also find out more about 
Mothers’ Union, our delegation and read the full statement to the UNCSW on our 
website. 

St Cosmus and St Damian Blean with Tyler Hill Fellowship 
The photo shows 19 of the 24 new members of the St Cosmus and St 
Damian Blean with Tyler Hill Fellowship Branch that were enrolled on 4th 
March during the Eucharist Service.  There was, many many years ago, a 
branch here but closed in 1970 so it was opened as a Fellowship.  
Unfortunately they don’t have a banner as the branch one was chewed by 
mice beyond repair.  There were three Trustees and myself in attendance 
together with Mary Cook, our Faith 
and Policy Coordinator and the 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, Jo 
Kelly-Moore.  She was on her visit 
to the parish and we gatecrashed 
her service, but she was delighted 
that we were able to open the 
Fellowship.  They are, as a parish, 
involved with Madagascar and are 
hoping to be able to link up with 
Mothers’ Union out there but are in 
the process of making contacts with MSH and the Dioceses who have Wave 
of Prayer links, so they don’t encroach on what others are doing or offend 
anyone. In Madagascar which is our Church of England link, there is 
hardship because of destruction and floods after cyclone Ava hit at the 
start of the year. We look forward to an update after their visit. 

Margaret Horwood, Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconry President   
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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender issues. (LGBT).
On Saturday the 21st  April I attended an afternoon at Saint Stephen’s 
Church, Canterbury for a discussion on how to be an inclusive church for 
LGBT.
I found the afternoon disturbing, challenging, hopeful and caring. Disturbing 
because of the hurtful, destructive, unloving attitudes towards this group of 
people from Christians. Challenging because I had to learn to listen to the 
pain and hurt of some of the group, hopeful  that with the wisdom, love and 
grace of our Risen Lord, we will live the words of: "we are all made in the 
image of God and Jesus came to show us how God loves us all". Thankful 
for the group, for their honesty, for their insight and for their desire to be 
allowed to worship and share the love of Jesus in a loving congregation. 
Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.
This topic was explored in the Families First magazine May/June. My prayer 
is that whatever the issue, we will as children of God learn to be gracious 
with all whom God sends into our lives. In Jesus most precious name we 
pray.
Rita Pengelly Trustee
 
All Souls Church, Cheriton
I was very blessed to be able to take part in welcoming two new members, 
Pat Newman and Iris Bowshell,  to the Cheriton branch of our beloved 
Mothers' Union.
I would like to thank Shirley and Margaret for their wonderful welcome to me 
and my husband, Simon. The branch is a loving, caring, supportive group 
and I know the new members will enjoy their journey with MU and the group.
Rita Pengelly Trustee

This newsletter is produced by Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Canterbury. All items must 
come with a note of the contributor’s name and contact details. The editor reserves the right 
to edit or not publish anything received. Items are not intended to represent the official 
position of the Church of England, nor the official position of the Mothers’ Union

     7 

Around The Diocese



Those Who Have Died
Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconries
All Souls Church, Cheriton Jean Isles

St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury Alice Haller

Maidstone Archdeaconry
Minster Abbey, Isle of Sheppey Kay Edwards

St Nicholas Church,  Allington Revd Donald Bish

SS Peter & Paul Church,  Borden Mary Austen

Dates for your Diary
Please remember in your prayers:
Wednesday 4th July Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Tuesday 24th - Thursday 26th July B & I Leadership Meeting - Feedback   
 from MULOA 

Thursday 26th July Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Friday 27th July Copy Deadline for Newsletter 

Thursday 9th August Mary Sumner Day 

Thursday 9th - Friday 10th August Members’ Open Days 
 at Mary Sumner House 

Thursday 30th August Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Wednesday 12th September Trustee Board Meeting 10.00 - 1.00 pm  
 Diocesan House Boardroom 

Tuesday 18th September General Meeting - Swansea -    
 Celebration of Triennium 

Thursday 27th September Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 noon 
 St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Saturday 13th October   Diocesan Market Bring & Buy 
      10.am - 2.00pm Kendal Hall, 
      St Mary Bredin Church, Canterbury 
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On Tuesday, 6th February, 2018, the Worldwide Council of Mothers’ Union 
voted unanimously to update its Constitution, ensuring that it is in line with 
the latest good governance guidelines for a charity based in England and 
Wales whilst making sure it continues to serve its members and beneficiaries 
in a way which is suited to the twenty-first century. 
"The aims and objectives  of our charity remain unchanged, (see below) but 
our governance has been updated to better reflect the worldwide nature of 
the movement, to simplify the language, and to remove elements which had 
become out of date." says Mothers' Union Chief Executive Bev Jullien. "We 
are really excited about the opportunities this brings to our global 
movement".   
Specifically, the revised constitution will include elected board membership 
from 12 zones worldwide;  it sets out the expectations from the central 
charity and affiliated entities across the world; it allows for additional 
trustees to be appointed with specific skills (such as finance) to complement 
the skills of the elected members, and ensure appropriate expertise is in place 
to comply with charity law within England and Wales. The Worldwide 
Council is also ensuring that updated guidelines, policies and procedures are 
put in place to underpin the Constitution. 
Mothers' Union is a charity incorporated by Royal Charter. Having consulted 
extensively with the membership, and submitted draft proposals to the Privy 
Council in 2017, the final proposals approved by the Worldwide Council were  
submitted to the Privy Council for approval, with the aim of the elections for 
the next triennium starting in 2019 to be held under the revised Constitution. 
Our aims and objectives are: 

• To promote and support married life 
• To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their 

children 
• To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, 

worship and service 
• To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and 

the protection of children 
• To help those whose family life has met with adversity 

The new Constitution has now been approved by Her Majesty The Queen. 

Copy for the next Newsletter to be with the Editor, David Horwood, by Friday 27th 
July 2018.  Please let me know what is happening in your area. Send to: 27 Abbey 
Gardens Canterbury CT2 7EU or email: boycieboycie@icloud.com.

Mothers’ Union New Constitution

http://www.themothersunion.org/about-us/how-we-work/our-vision-mission-values
mailto:boycieboycie@icloud.com
http://www.themothersunion.org/about-us/how-we-work/our-vision-mission-values
mailto:boycieboycie@icloud.com


Following in Mary Sumner’s Footsteps 

Summer of Hope Appeal
The Summer of Hope appeal has a target of £125,000 so are you or your 
branch holding a garden party to raise money. Branch leaders have all the 
details or you can visit the MU website.

Celebrate Founder’s Day on 9th August 2018


