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New Members 
Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconries 

Holy Trinity Church, Margate Sarah Johnson, Hazel Elk,  

Audrey Morris and Tina Loughlin. 

Maidstone Archdeaconry 

St Mary Church, Lenham Sally Phillips and Meriel Garner 

transferred. 

St Michael Church, Sittingbourne Linda Colman. 

 
  

Congratulations 
Maidstone Archdeaconry 

St Nicholas Church, Allington 90th Birthday, Revd Donald Bish.

  

Front Cover photo:  

Our Mother’s Union logo for the 140th Anniversary Campaign 

FROM THE EDITOR… 

I hope you all enjoyed the MU banners article last time, so 

continue to send me more and anything else you do in your 

Branch or Fellowship. We are into our new triennium, and the big 

event for us, as you will have seen by now, is we are celebrating 

140 years of Mothers’ Union. If you run a special event there is 

lots of material available to help you, see the MU Newsletter and 

MU website for details, and send me photos and a few words. 
 

I have to apologise for an error in the last 

newsletter as it was also my doing in that 

the banner of All Saints’ Church, Whitstable 

wasn’t, it is a banner made at the concept of 

Cursillo in the Diocese. I now publish the 

correct MU banner which I have been 

informed was hand made in the 1980/90's 

from a design by one of All Saints’ former 

members, Marjorie Bradley, who was an 

accompl ished art ist , long s ince 

deceased. Marjorie was quite old and not 

very mobile at the time, but it is a very 

modern design of the Madonna and 

Child. The old original MU banner which was starting to 

disintegrate has been preserved in a glass picture frame and is 

now hanging in the Library area of the church. 

David Horwood 

 



My dear friends 

The more people that know about Mothers' Union the more 

people will support our work.  Being a part of a worldwide 

volunteer army and effective prayer warriors, let me say to 

you how valuable you are. 

We are excited about “Her Majesty’s patron’s lunch” in 

June when The Mall in St James’s Park will be transformed 

for its largest ever street party to celebrate The Queen’s 

patronage of over 600 charities and organisations on the occasion of her 90th 

birthday (in fact we are already mentioned on the official website!) 

Team Mothers’ Union again will be in RideLondon-Surrey 100, on Sunday 31st July 

2016.  Do you know any keen cyclist who will take part in a modified version of the 

London 2012 Olympic Road Race. For more information about this sponsorship 

event for MU project work contact fundraising@mothersunion.org 

Our Families & Church series is a set of leaflets which focus on different aspects 

of family life and the part the church can play in these. The first two topics are: 

Helping children through bereavement (which is an updated version of the Children 

& Bereavement leaflet that some branches are distributing with their local funeral 

director) and Celebrate with us – ideas to celebrate with the church family 

throughout the year.  Each leaflet includes helpful information and practical advice 

and they also recommend further resources.  To order the new resources for your 

church (£1 for 10 copies) contact Diocesan Literature Rep Rosemary McArragher  

(as Brenda Molloy, central services’ invoices must be prepaid - 

mu@mothersunion.org). 

Let’s make it a festival!  Your Trustees are busy preparing for the commissioning 

service which takes place in the Cathedral on 23rd April: The Bishop of Dover, 

Trevor Willmott, presiding.  We are asked to wear our MU badges or to print off 

the invitation (circulated to branches) to produce at the gate and show to 

stewards.  Please keep us in your prayers for all that still has to be done.  

Finally, do take a look at our updated contacts list 

for those of the new trustees that have taken on 

special areas of responsibility.  Some, who will be 

going to Worldwide Council next month, can report 

back to the Annual Meeting in Canterbury on 

Tuesday 7th June: to which everyone is invited. I 

take this opportunity to thank our outgoing 

Treasurer Paul Williams for his work. 

Grace and Peace 

Marianna Poliszczuk, Diocesan President

   

 

Paul Williams and Sue Thomas 



Copy for the next Newsletter to be with the Editor, David Horwood, by Friday 

29th April 2016. Please let me know what is happening in your area. Send to:  

27 Abbey Gardens, Canterbury CT2 7EU or email: boycieboycie@icloud.com. 

Happy Birthday to Mothers’ Union! 
This year will see Mothers’ Union mark 140 years 

of faithful Christian outreach to families of all faiths 

and none. Since 1876, when Mary Sumner first 

brought together parents in her own parish to build 

their confidence in bringing up their children in the 

Christian faith, we have grown to an organisation of 

over four million women – and men – in over 80 

countries of the world.  

Why celebrate 140th, rather than wait for 150th? In the Old Testament of 

the Bible, in the first book of Samuel, there is the story of Samuel marking an 

unlooked for victory against the mighty Philistines by erecting a stone between 

Mizpah and Shen, naming it “Ebenezer” meaning “stone of help” as a 

permanent reminder of the leading and guidance of God “Thus far has the 

Lord helped us”. 

Over the past 140 years, Mothers’ Union has faced, and will continue to 

face, many challenges. Family life is under increasing pressure and the call on 

our resources is higher than ever. But we can look at how we are meeting 

these challenges and say, like Samuel, “Thus far has the Lord helped us.”   

The same chapter in Samuel recounts how throughout Samuel’s lifetime 

the Lord helped him and Israel meet the challenges they faced.  As we mark 

our 140th year, the future of Mothers’ Union is very much on our minds. Our 

celebrations are not only about celebrating how God has led and blessed our 

mission, but how He is leading us into our future ministry, guiding us as we 

discern the needs in our communities that are necessary for stability for both 

families and society as a whole.  

During 2016 over 500,000 people will benefit from Mothers’ Union’s 

support for family life. Many more will know the support of our membership 

without any tally being taken – because not only our programme work but in 

their daily lives our members support families in prayer, in voicing their 

support for policy changes that benefit families and in their practical support.  

There has never been a more challenging, or more exciting time to be part 

of Mothers’ Union; to be part of bringing positive change to family life. To find 

out how you can help Mothers’ Union mark 140 years of faith in action contact 

your local Mothers’ Union, Susan Bradley on 01303 864289 or our central 

Supporter Care line on 020 7227 0620 or email 

communications@mothersunion.org.  

Fiona Thomas, MU Communications Manager 

mailto:boycieboycie@icloud.com
mailto:marketing@mothersunion.org


Holy Trinity Church, Margate 

Retired Diocesan President, Di 

Sabel, enrolled three new 

members into Holy Trinity 

Margate Branch on Advent 

Sunday. In the picture you see 

Hazel Elk, the Reverend John 

Richardson, Audrey Morris, 

Tina Loughlin, Aiden and Milly, 

alongside Di Sabel  and Branch 

Leader Valerie Browne. Hazel 

and Tina are the daughters of 

General Trustee, Rita Pengelly. 

Following the enrolment 

Valerie and Di attended a 

baptism where the family were 

presented with warm wishes and a MU baptism booklet and MU literature 

indicating support from local and diocesan Mothers’ Union. A wonderful, 

joyful day. 

Di Sabel 

 

Minster Abbey, Isle of Sheppey 

To promote the Mothers’ Union in 

our church on the Isle of Sheppey, 

each baby that is baptised receives 

a small teddy. (Either blue or pink!). 

These are knitted from a Mothers’ 

Union pattern which was originally 

for premature babies in incubators. 

They are decorated with a sash 

saying “Love from Minster Abbey 

Mothers’ Union”. 

Pictured are Alison Parr and Branch 

Leader Pam Edworthy who make all 

the teddies.   

Alison Parr 



 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Wingham 

Last year members attended a Sunday morning 

service by kind invitation of, the then vicar, The 

Reverend Jo Robertson. The reason for our 

attendance was to witness the dedication of the 

Mothers’ Union banner in memory of Helen Yeats. 

Helen had been a strong and very active member 

of the Diocese as well as the branch, which sadly 

had closed some years previously. Parish member 

and friend of Helen, Angela Newton, thought it 

was a shame that the banner was just standing there deteriorating. The 

needlepoint was quite wonderful, so she approached Helen’s family who 

very kindly agreed to pay for the banner to be enclosed in a glass case for 

all to see and admire. 

With the permission of St Mary’s PCC this went ahead and hence there we 

were at this service. It was a gentle reminder of all the dedication that 

Helen and past members had given to the Mothers’ Union over the years 

and seemed an ideal epitaph to them all. Our grateful thanks once again 

to St Mary’s PCC, Angela, and Helen’s family, Michael and Joyce Yeats. 

Incidentally, Angela allowed us to have the banner carrying bag which is 

now being used by St Andrew’s Barming Heath and the banner pole which 

is being used by Holy Trinity Cliftonville in Margate. 

Margaret Horwood 
 

Holy Trinity Church, Margate 

Mothers’ Union members with Sarah Johnson, our newly enrolled 

member, sitting on left of the banner. 

Our Wednesday night group of young mums 

make up starter packs, for the MU Diocesan 

project for the 

local Women’s 

Refuge, from 

collected toiletries 

and put them into 

bags for the ladies 

using the refuge. 

Valerie Browne 



About Mary Sumner 
31st December 1828 – 9th August 1921 FOUNDER OF THE MOTHERS’ UNION   

1828: Mary Heywood was born in Swinton, near Manchester, into a 

wealthy and cultured family. Her father was a banker and a scholarly 

man. Her mother's family owned land in two counties. Mary grew up 

in the beautiful surroundings of Hope End, in Herefordshire. Educated 

at home she spoke three foreign languages and became a very 

accomplished singer. Yet what she valued most when she reminisced 

about her family home was its Christian atmosphere.  

1848: Coming from such a home it is not perhaps surprising that 

George Sumner, the youngest son of Charles Sumner, Bishop of 

Winchester, fell in love with her when they met in Rome where she 

was completing her musical education. Married at St James, Colwall, 

they embarked on 61 years of married life. For nearly thirty years 

Mary was fully occupied in bringing up their three children and supporting her 

husband's ministry, in the parish of Old Alresford near Winchester, by providing music 

and teaching Bible classes. 

1876: Mary decided that a new organisation was needed in the parish and the first 

branch of Mothers' Union was begun. She was spurred into action when her eldest 

daughter gave birth to her first baby. Mary remembered her feelings of inadequacy as a 

young mother charged with the terrible responsibility for a new life. She believed that 

women from every class needed to understand that motherhood was a profession and 

be equipped to perform it. Motherhood involved more than providing for the physical 

needs of children. The primary responsibility of mothers was to raise their children in 

the love of God. Mothers could only do this, she believed, if their lives were firmly 

rooted in prayer. 

Her plan for a new form of mothers’ meeting, bringing together mothers of all classes, 

did not start auspiciously. Having gathered the women of the parish in the Rectory, 

Mary could not present her ideas due to nerves. She had to call them together again a 

week later to explain the objects of the new society and to give out simple cards 

containing practical suggestions. 

1885: Perhaps little more would have been heard of this organisation but for Bishop 

Ernest Wilberforce of Newcastle. Feeling suddenly that he had little of relevance to say 

to a women's meeting made up of 1000 poor and anxious women at the Portsmouth 

Church Congress, he called on Mary to speak. Despite her initial resistance, as at that 

time respectable women did not address public meetings, she agreed. Painting a picture 

of the low moral standards in the country, she asked what could be done to improve the 

national character. Her answer was that the power for change lay in the hands of 

mothers. If women united in prayer and committed themselves to a Christian life the 

nation could be transformed. The meeting responded to her passion and conviction 

with a rousing ovation. It was on this wave of public enthusiasm that the Bishop of 

Winchester decided to make Mothers' Union a diocesan organisation. This decision was 

destined to change the lives of many far beyond the boundaries of the diocese of 

Winchester. 

1921: On August 9 1921 Mary died at the age of 92. She is buried with her husband, 

who had died twelve years before, in the grounds of Winchester Cathedral. She is 

commemorated in the liturgical calendars of the Church of England, Church in Wales 

and other provinces on the date of her death. 



 

This magazine is produced by Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Canterbury. All items must come 

with a note of the contributor’s name and contact details. The editor reserves the right to edit or not 

publish anything received. Items are not intended to represent the official position of the Church of 

England, nor the official position of the Mothers’ Union. 

Spend time reflecting on Mary Sumner’s personal 

prayer: 

 

All this day, O Lord, 

let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; 

and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken,  

whether through the word I speak,  

the prayer I breathe, 

or the life I live.  

Amen. 

About Mary Sumner - continued 

2016:  Join a choral evensong Service in the Quire, Westminster Abbey at 5.00 pm with 

special mention in prayers commemorating  Mary Sumner on Tuesday 9th August. In 

Rochester, Kent there will be the annual commemoration evensong service on 9th August 

in Rochester Cathedral with members of Mothers' Union. Members make a day of it and 

enjoy planning a prayer pilgrimage to the Cathedral in time for evensong. 

Marianna Poliszczuk 

CANTERBURY AND ASHFORD ARCHDEACONRY  
by Margaret Horwood, Archdeaconry President 

It is a lovely sunny day as I sit at my computer writing this message.   
We are now into our second quarter of the year and things are beginning to 
fall into place and the important date you should all have in your diaries is 
SATURDAY 23rd APRIL when we will be holding our Festival Service in the 

Cathedral where your Diocesan President, Marianna Poliszczuk and Trustee 
Board are commissioned and we are also honoured with the commissioning 
of our Provincial President, Nikki Sweatman.  We would like to have all our 
banners on show and a good turn-out of members, friends and supporters 
to this wonderful occasion. 

As yet, I am not sure what activities will be taking place during the next 
quarter but you will be kept informed with my monthly newsletters.  
Branch/team/contact persons, please ensure that you share all the news 
with your members so that we have a good turnout at all our events. Our 
next Branch/team/contact officers meeting is on Thursday 16th June so 
please make sure you have at least one representative at this meeting 

which is at Diocesan House, Lady Wootton’s Green, Canterbury from 
11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Also look out for any notices about events around 
the diocese but particularly in our two Archdeaconries. 



Diocesan Contact List 
 

Diocesan President   Marianna Poliszczuk 01622 751243 
 E-mail: marianna2@compuserve.com 

Diocesan Administrator  Susan Bradley 01303 864289  
 Wingmore, Brady Road, Lyminge CT18 8EU  
 E-mail: sbradleymu@gmail.com 

Diocesan Treasurer  Sue Thomas 01795 422810   
 3 Woodstock Road, Sittingbourne ME10 4HH 
 E-mail: susanthomas2609@hotmail.co.uk  

Diocesan Chaplain & Trustee  Revd Lesley Valiant 01843 293964  
 E-mail: ljvaliant@gmail.com 

Deputy President Margaret Horwood 01227 455080 

General Trustee & Godmother  Daniele Ligneau-Wilton 01227 454230  
 E-mail: ligneauwilton@gmail.com 

General Trustee Jean Sweetman 01622 728233 

General Trustee Valerie Browne 01843 293004  
 E-mail: browneswanstone@btinternet.com 

General Trustee & Godmother Rita Pengelly 07843 613744  
 E-mail: rita_pengelly@hotmail.com 

General Trustee Christopher Cook 01622 670240 
 E-mail: chrisgcook@hotmail.co.uk 

Faith & Spirituality Rita Pengelly 07843 613744  
 E-mail: rita_pengelly@hotmail.com  

Diocesan Membership Gary Byrne 01795 428023 
 E-mail: gary-byrne@hotmail.co.uk 

Indoor Members  Marjorie Wyatt 01227 456532 

Emergency Prayer Chain  Beth Walton 01580 765701 
 E-mail: beth.walton933@btinternet.com 

Literature Representative  Rosemary McArragher 01622 831007 

Families First & Diocesan  Marylyn Collins 01227 367651 
Newsletter Distribution   

Diocesan Newsletter Editor  David Horwood 01227 455080 
 E-mail: boycieboycie@icloud.com 

Action & Outreach - Overseas  Daniele Ligneau-Wilton 01227 454230  
 E-mail: ligneauwilton@gmail.com 

Action & Outreach  - Home  Valerie Browne 01843 293004  
 E-mail: browneswanstone@btinternet.com 

Social Policy Officer  John Sweetman 01622 728233 
 E-mail: johnesweetman@blueyonder.co.uk 

Canterbury  & Ashford Margaret Horwood 01227 455080 
Archdeaconry President  E-mail: apcanterburymu@gmail.com 

Maidstone Archdeaconry President  Jean Sweetman 01622 728233 
 E-mail: jeansweetman@blueyonder.co.uk  

 
Diocesan Website: www.muenterprises.org/canterburymu 

Mothers’ Union Website: www.mothersunion.org 

Registered Charity No. 250124  

mailto:ljvaliant@gmail.com
mailto:ligneauwilton@gmail.com
http://hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ligneauwilton@gmail.com
mailto:apcanterburymu@gmail.com
mailto:jeansweetman@blueyonder.co.uk
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Those Who Have Died 
World Wide Council Life Member  Joan Henley 

Canterbury & Ashford Archdeaconries 

St Stephen’s Church, Canterbury  Joan Offord 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Minster  Kitty Paffett 

Maidstone Archdeaconry 

St Nicholas Church, Allington  Barbara Haynes 

St Laurence Church, Hawkhurst  Toria Wells 

Tribute to Barbara Haynes 
Barbara was a member of the St Nicholas, Allington Branch of the Mothers' Union 

for over 60 years, and died at the end of 2015 aged 90 years. She was a widely 

published author and poet and many of her children's books (with moral endings) 

resided in our church library. She edited our local church magazine for 20 years, 

starting way before the advent of computers and emails. 

She had a quiet, deep faith and was instrumental at setting up a monthly MU 

Prayer Group. We at St Nicholas Church and the Mothers’ Union owe much to the 

contribution and encouragement of Barbara Haynes. May she now rest in peace. 

Mary Gentry & Mary Garrett 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 4th April Lady Day services in Archdeaconries 

Saturday 23rd April Festival Service for the Commissioning of 

Diocesan President, Trustees, Provincial 
President for Canterbury Province and 
including parading with banners, at 
11.00 am in Canterbury Cathedral 

Thursday 28th April Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon  
St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Friday 29th April Copy deadline for Newsletter. 

Monday 9th - 11th May Worldwide Council at Swanwick 

Tuesday 17th May Trustee Board meeting 10.00 am to 1.00 pm
(to approve accounts) Diocesan House chapel 

Thursday 26th May Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon  
St Gabriel’s Chapel 

Tuesday 7th June Annual Meeting 10.30 am to 12.30 pm  
St Paul’s Church, Canterbury. 

Thursday 30th June Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon  
St Gabriel’s Chapel. 



Mothers’ Union Overseas Links 

I have received letters from our links in Kajo-Keji, South Sudan, Mrs. Jane 

Pongo, and from Tarime, Tanzania, Flora Ngutu, saying how pleased they 

are to have the link with our Canterbury Diocese, and look forward to the 

future. 

Our links with Dutse, Nigeria and Akodo-Edo in Nigeria will hopefully be 

live in the near future. I have been in touch with one of the Archbishops 

there who should be able to help us. 

Daniele Ligneau-Wilton,  Overseas  Action & Outreach representative 
 

Mrs Mwezwa Chimeledya, wife of the Archbishop 

of Tanzania with Mrs Caroline Welby, our speaker 

at the MU Advent Service, pictured afterwards at 

the Cribs of The World Exhibition at St Paul’s 

Church, Canterbury. 

 

 

 

St Nicholas Church, Allington  

Our MU Branch received a visit from Lesley 

Fenton, new MU Diocesan President from 

Glen Osmond, Adelaide, Australia just 

before Christmas. Jessica Good, one of the 

Allington Branch members, has 

corresponded with one of Lesley’s members 

for over 20 years. Jessica is far right in the 

photograph and Lesley Fenton is second 

right.  Chris Cook 
 

Members who attended the recent Quiet Day, led by the Revd 

Lesley Valiant, MU Diocesan Chaplain and Trustee, at Milton Regis Church, 

Sittingbourne. A 

service in church 

was followed by a 

soup lunch.  We 

explored the Bible 

story of Ruth and 

a variety of prayer 

activities, 

therapeutic art, 

stone painting 

and a finger 

labyrinth.   

Marianna 

Poliszczuk

 



A commemorative enamelled button badge of this logo is 

available from the MUe online shop. 

 

See inside for more details of this wonderful 

organisation that stretches around the world. 

 


