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God will be found, if we seek with all our heart. 
 Jeremiah 29.11 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me 

with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord.” 

 
Wow, how amazing is our Creator God. He promised to listen when we 

pray, to give us a hope and a future and to be found by us. 

 

So, as we continue our journey through the year together and with 

God, let’s focus our thoughts and prayer on Mary the Mother of our 

Lord and Saviour who, when asked to do the impossible, responded 
with the words: I am the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said. 

 

Also Mary Sumner, nervous and unsure, followed her Saviour - and 

Mothers’ Union was born. 

 
Christ Jesus thank You for Your life, death and resurrection, given 

willingly for us, may we with boundless hope fulfil our mission for 

You. Amen. 
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April:  Service 

The night has passed and the day lies open before us; let us give 

thanks for all that is to come. 

“Luke 1.38 I am the Lord’s servant, Mary said. May it be as You have 
said. Then the angel left her.” 

This month we remember the Mother of our Lord and Saviour, and 

thank her for allowing God to use her in such a powerful way.  

Mary was young, poor and female, all the characteristics that people 

in her day would think made her unsuitable by God for any major 

task. But God did choose Mary for the most important job He ever 

asked of anyone. We may feel that our ability, experience or education 
makes us an unlikely candidate for God’s service, but how wrong can 

we be? We must never limit God’s choices. He can and will use us if 

we trust Him. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your 

presence, Creator God, set our hearts on fire with love for You and for 

each other. And may we, like Mary Sumner, follow where you lead 

when we hear Your call. May our love for you inspire us to a deeper 

faith, so we can serve, pray and live glorifying You in our role as 
Mothers’ Union members. Amen. 

All this day, O Lord 

Let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; 

And every life I touch, do thou by Thy spirit quicken 

Whether through the word I speak, 

The prayer I breathe, 

Or the life I live. Amen. 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Monday 4th April Lady Day services in Archdeaconries 

Saturday 23rd April Festival Service for the Commissioning of 

Diocesan President, Trustees, Provincial 

President for Canterbury Province and 

including parading with banners, at 11.00 am 

in Canterbury Cathedral 

Thursday 28th April Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon St Gabriel’s 

Chapel. 

Friday 29th April Copy deadline for Newsletter. 
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May 

Jesus Ascends into Heaven. Luke 24.50-53 
“When He led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands and 
blessed them. While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into 
heaven. Then they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.” 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of Your presence, O 
God, set our hearts on fire with love for You and all members of our beloved 

Mothers’ Union.  Amen. 

Lynne Tembey wrote in an article. “In the first book of Samuel, he marks an 
unlooked-for victory against the mighty Philistines by erecting a stone, 
naming it Ebenezer (meaning, stone of help) as a permanent reminder of the 
leading and guidance of God.” 

When I read the name Ebenezer it made me think of Ebenezer in the 
Christmas Carol. His caricature is the absolute opposite of our Loving 
Saviour. That made me think of my caricature. What do I look like to others, 
do I shine with the love and grace of our Risen Saviour, am I a stone of help 
for others? I feel very blessed being a member of MU, it gives me the 
opportunity of serving, loving and praying for others. It gives me the chance 
to help make a difference. And I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of you faithful members of MU for all you have done for Our Loving God, 
serving so faithfully over the time you have been members. Thank you for 
being a stone of help all over the world. 

Max Lucado wrote: 

“When you speak the truth, you are God’s ambassador. As you steward the 
money He gives, you are His business manager. When you declare 

forgiveness, you are His priest As you stir the healing of body and mind, you 

are His physician. And when you pray, He listens to you as a Father listens to 
his child. You have a voice in the household of God. He has given you 
authority to do His work.” 

I pray as we continue journeying together with Jesus, MU Worldwide, and 
each other - serving, praying, fundraising and campaigning - we do it all for 
the love of our most awesome God. And to Him be the glory.  Amen. 
 
Please remember in your prayers: 

Monday 9th  Worldwide Council at Swanwick 
- Wednesday 11th May 

Tuesday 17th May Trustee Board meeting 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
 (to approve accounts) Diocesan House chapel 

Thursday 26th May Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon  
St Gabriel’s Chapel. 
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June: Rainbows 

Genesis 9: 13-15 
“I have set My Rainbow in the clouds and it will be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and the Earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between Me and 
you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become 
a flood to destroy all life.” 

One evening in June, I heard a knock on my door. I was exhausted and fed 
up and wanted to ignore the knock but something propelled me to the door. 
An excited friend said “I was driving past your home and felt I had to share 
something with you”. There is something wonderful outside, come and see. 
His voice and the joy in his eyes made me hurry outside. There, in the 
eastern sky, was one of the most magnificent rainbows I had ever seen. The 
colour and the fullness of the bow was breath-taking. Looking at it, I felt 
overwhelmed by glory. It was as though God was circling the world with His 
loving arms. I stood there for a long time, amazed by the beauty and caught 
up in the wonder of God  

Since that rainbow moment, I have thought many times about the 
experience. The rainbow is a sign of the promises God makes to all of us as 
we go on our journeys, struggling, searching, dreaming and believing. 

There are people we know who need a rainbow caller, someone who knocks 
on the door of their heart, someone who sees rainbows, has hope, believes 
in the promises of God, someone who invites them out of their times of 
worry, doubt and confusion and encourages them to look to the hope of Our 
Risen Lord. That person is US.  

Derived from Fresh Bread And Other Gifts of Spiritual Nourishment, written 
by Joyce Rupp 

My hope and prayer is that we, as faltering followers of Jesus and Members 
of Mothers’ Union, continue seeking to dwell in Jesus. To follow where He 
leads, to open ourselves to those who are lonely, lost, marginalised, hungry 
and in need of a rainbow friend. And always to God be the glory in all we 
do. Amen 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Tuesday 7th June Annual Meeting 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 
St Paul’s Church, Canterbury. 

Thursday 30th June Cathedral Prayer Time, 12 Noon  
St Gabriel’s Chapel 


