
When I joined Mothers' Union in 1966 I had no idea how it would influence my life for the
last 50 years.  However, it has been an exciting adventure which has led me to make a
wealth of friendships, travel to different parts of the world and sent me on an amazing
spiritual journey.  
When I was thinking about this article the phrase that kept coming to mind was the
definition of a sacrament - an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.
There have certainly been many outward and visible signs of change to Mothers' Union
during the last 50 years.  I joined Mothers' Union in St Alban's Diocese and moved to
Birmingham in 1970.  Phyllis Flood, the then Diocesan President, told me she had all the
veils that were worn by banner bearers and choir stacked away in her loft!  Apparently 1970
was the last time choir members wore veils but Banner Bearers continued to have two
escorts - wearing white gloves - for many years.  1970 too was the year when members
were invited to read the lesson at the annual Festival Service instead of the clergy which had
been the custom.  Another innovation brought in by Phyllis.  

Mothers' Union has always been good at keeping its core values
whilst being relevant in a changing world.  Following decisions
at Worldwide Council re membership rules (mainly concerning
divorced women) and autonomy, a commission was set up.
This led to the report in 1972 called New Dimensions.  The
Aims and Objects were extended from three to five and there
was a relaxing of the membership criteria, and setting up of
new programmes such as The Away from it All holiday (AFIA)
scheme.  
There has also been a big change in preparing members before
enrolment.  This used to take the form of several meetings to
discuss membership and its responsibilities.  Perhaps this is not
thought so necessary nowadays as members generally come
from the church family.  
Nowadays I think members are much more aware of our links

and membership outside the UK, and most members have met someone from a link diocese.  Some of this being due to
the amazing advances of technology such as Skype, WhatsApp and email etc.  How fortunate we are to have this one-to-
one connection with members from different cultures and backgrounds. 
Another big change is accepting men into membership in UK.  And the number
of clergy that now join - of both sexes. Mothers' Union is also very involved in
campaigning and is very effective at it too - something that would have been
very surprising when I first joined.
Now I go back to the thought I started with - an outward and visible sign of an
inward and spiritual grace.  There are many outward and visible signs of change
- I have mentioned just a few.  BUT the constant is the inward and spiritual
grace.  The fact that the organization is underpinned with prayer, that all its
projects are considered after prayerful thought and discussion and that
everything we embark on falls within Mothers' Union objectives. 
I thank God for all the opportunities to serve given to me, through Mothers'
Union, in the last 50 years.  Wherever we are in the world, God enables us all,
with His help, to transform lives.  Today there are over 4 million members serving
God through Mothers' Union - what an amazing thought!  

After moving to Birmingham Diocese Claire became Enrolling Member (Branch Chairman) then Presiding Member
(Group Coordinator) then a Vice-President and Chairman of Media department.  She then went on to edit the MAP
(Media Awareness Project) Bulletin and MAP Consultant for Mothers' Union nationally. She then returned to working in
the Diocese and was elected as Diocesan President in 2001.  She was also Editor of Birmingham Link, Training Officer
and webmaster.  Claire was made a Lay Canon of Birmingham Cathedral in 2005 and was awarded an MBE for services
to Mothers' Union and the community in 2008. (See centre pages for more 50 years stories.)

50 Years of Membership of Mothers' Union  

news from mothers’ union in
and around birmingham

Claire enrolling Archbishop John Sentamu and his
wife Margaret as members of Mothers' Union

Mothers' Union members campaigning for victims of domestic abuse
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For we are God's
handiwork, created in Christ

Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in
advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:10

Faith in
Action:

Encouragement
and exhortation

Matthew Rhodes
tells us about
the Chaplaincy

Conference 
Mothers' Union chaplains come in all
shapes and sizes!  That was one of the
lessons I learned from a Chaplains'
Conference I attended at Mary Sumner
House in November.  It was a very diverse
gathering of women and men, lay and
ordained, old and young.  One of the
glories of the Anglican Church is its variety,
and no two chaplains seemed to have

exactly the same role.  Some are able to be very hands on while others
like me, who have parishes or other responsibilities, help with a
ministry of oversight, supporting their trustee bodies and helping with
Diocesan events.
The meeting in November was led by the Central Chaplain, Bishop
Andrew Proud, Bishop of Reading.  We were also fortunate to have
Lynne Tembey, Worldwide President, and Bev Jullien, Chief Executive,
with us.  Much of the day was spent hearing about the diverse
experiences of chaplains from around the British Isles.  We also learned
about recent campaigns, constitutional change and attempts to make
Mothering Sunday a Mothers' Union event in the way that Christingle is
connected to the Children's Society. 
I feel very privileged to be Diocesan Chaplain to Mothers' Union in
Birmingham.  I think we have an excellent group of trustees and I am
delighted to see the positive synergy that results from us being at 1
Colmore Row.  In October, I was privileged to be made an Honorary
Canon of Birmingham Cathedral.  It was a wonderful service and I was
very pleased to see so many Mothers' Union members present.  I am
sure that a significant reason for me being given this honour is the
great value that the Diocese places on the work of Mothers' Union as a
whole. 
Revd Canon Dr Matthew Rhodes, Diocesan Chaplain, 
Birmingham Mothers' Union

Faith Resources for Lent   
"The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him".

Lamentations 3:25 
During the season of Lent, we find it beneficial to take time aside from
the busyness of life to reflect and be renewed in our faith, as we look
towards the significance of Holy Week and Easter.  Mothers' Union Lent

resources can be found here: www.themothersunion.org 
Resources for Mothering Sunday can also be found here:

www.mothersunion.org/MotheringSunday
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Birmingham Children's
Hospital    

Mothers' Union  members have been asked to serve
refreshments and lend a listening ear to parents and carers
at Birmingham Children's Hospital.  We are hoping to run a
session lasting about 2 hours on a weekly basis - day and
time to be decided.  We have enough volunteers to start
but if others want to join in we can either do less frequent
slots or offer more than once a week.  A training/induction
session will be provided.  The chaplaincy team will be on
hand to help if parents need counselling so we are just
there to be a friendly face.  If you are interested in helping,
please contact the office. 

a difference in the WORLD.  What an encouragement
that is for our churches and clergy.  
I recommend that if you are in the doldrums to think
about your community and what it needs.  Is the
church supporting a community initiative which your
group could feed into?  Does your Pastoral Care team
or the Vicar need help in supporting baptism or
marriage couples or other initiatives?  Small can be
beautiful.  Interaction with other people is the start of
a relationship which may continue in another place or
church but if we can be welcoming and non-
judgmental that's a great start.  Jesus did not say I will
only love you if you do this; his love was unconditional
for all.  So if someone is really annoying you by not
following church etiquette try to look at the world
from their point of view.  Is church a completely alien
environment?  Was the welcome warm?  Perhaps you
can remember a time when you were nervous at going
somewhere?  Did someone put you at ease?  
Finally, I would like to encourage you to think about
becoming an intentional praying group to pray for our
organisation.  It was clear that the members at the
General Meeting and at Birmingham Council meeting
want Mothers' Union to continue.  Please contact
myself or Eureka
Drayton, Coordinator
Faith & Policy, if you
would like to be
involved.  We would
be most grateful.
The light of Christ fills
our lives as we put our
trust in Him.  How
willing are we to
demonstrate our faith
(light) by showing
God's love in action to
those in need?
Love and Blessings for
a wonderful 2017.
Jackie
Jackie Brocklebank,
Diocesan President            

Dear Friends

In January I was lucky to share in two services to mark the
Wave of Prayer.  Coming as it does at the start of the year,
it gives a chance to reflect on the theme for 2017 'Faith in
Action.'  By hearing about what is happening in our Link
Dioceses and by praying for them we can experience some
of the richness of what Mothers' Union is all about.  We
may never visit these places or meet the people we pray
for but they are living out their Faith in Action in
remarkably similar ways to us - supporting marriage,
baptism, action against gender violence, visiting prisoners,
helping the vulnerable, supporting family life.  We need to
celebrate all that we share in our wonderful work here in
Birmingham, and make sure that we articulate the message
to our churches and communities.
We often find that the media like to sell us negative stories
many of which seem overwhelming.  What are we to do?
We can all make a difference.  Small deeds can bear fruit
and our Lord encourages us to help our fellow human
beings in his name.  
I am well aware that many branches are going through a
time of change and leadership positions are not being
filled.  Don't despair.  In talking to these branches I am
greatly heartened that the work of Mothers' Union
continues.  The most important thing to do is to talk about
it - this may attract interest.  We are in a unique position as
a worldwide mission organisation to say that we can make

St James, Hill, Wave of Prayer

From the President

St James, Hill, Wave of Prayer

(Help and Advice Line for Offenders Wives, 
Partners and Families, HM Prison, Birmingham)

Hello, 

Once again, we have been overwhelmed by the kind
generosity of your organisation in donating gifts to HALOW.
We held Christmas parties for the children where they
enjoyed refreshments, arts and craft activities and face
painting.  We also had a family day in December, where
children were given a gift from Father Christmas.  494
children attended and all received a gift.  Thank you all for
your generosity and continued support!

Regards 

Najuma Mohammed and Sharon Earley, Co-Managers HALOW

Thank you from HALOW  
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Betty Mills
Mothers' Union May 1958, when I joined, was very
different from today.  No single women and no divorced
women allowed.  We wore white veils and white gloves
when carrying or escorting the Banner, a great honour
which we took very seriously.  Over the years, I've seen
Mothers' Union grow much more open minded, reaching
out to make life easier for families all over the world.  Our
prayer has changed too, reflecting our awareness of so
much injustice still needing our aid.  May we continue to
give support, but we may need to dig deep into our
pockets, if we are to succeed.

Betty Mills, St James, Hill 

50 Years of Memories
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be

born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

Jean Wheatley Price  
I trained as a nurse and midwife in 1950's, having come to faith
early on in training through the ministry of a former CMS
Missionary in Uganda.  After some years, I offered myself to
CMS and met my future husband, (now Canon) John in the
training colleges.  After a forbidden relationship we were
engaged and sailed to Uganda in Sept 1960, to learn the
language Ateso in NE Uganda.  A year later, we married at
Ngora, where I was asked to be the Diocesan Mothers' Union
Treasurer, after about 6 weeks of marriage!  I was enrolled as a
member in October 1961.  The Australian missionary Mothers'
Union worker was retiring and she asked me to look after the
money from Mary Sumner House, for our first African Worker,
Ruth Elessu.  As you can guess it was very steep learning curve.
I was quite involved there until we left Uganda in 1974 and had
two years in Kenya.  

I stayed in Mothers' Union for a number of years when we
returned to St. Andrew's, Clevedon, where I initially ran a lively
Young Wives Group.  After that I was enrolling member of the
large branch - over 100 members.  I was also a Speaker.  Then

we moved to the Chaplaincy in Amsterdam, and back to Matlock Bath, where I was a Diocesan
member.  On retiring I was involved in Melksham Wilts, before we came here 15 years ago.  I
am involved, but felt I had had enough of committees etc. so I have stood back a bit.  We are
getting on a bit now, but we do value Mothers' Union in so many ways though I could never
get my husband to join!

Jean Wheatley Price, St John the Baptist, Knowle

Jean and Rev Canon John Wheatley
Price at the launch of the Bible in

Kumam in 2014.  1/5th of the
Diocese, where John was Archdeacon

for 4 years, speak Kumam.

Theme 2017 - Faith in Action
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Joan Cash
In November, I shall have been a
Mothers' Union member for fifty years.  I
was the last member to be enrolled,
here at St James, Hill, by Joan
McPherson, the Vicar's wife, before she
retired with her husband Duncan.

Here are some of my memories of the
changes to MU in that time.

Firstly, the title 'Enrolling Member' was
changed to 'Chairman'.  Secondly, the
length of time one held an official post
changed.  At one time, it was as long as one felt able to carry on in that
role or you found a volunteer to take over.  This was changed to three -
six years, which would encourage more members to come forward to take
up official posts.  The most imaginative change was to hold the AGM
around the country, which previously was held at Mary Sumner House.  It
enabled more members to attend and become involved.  Our 'Message

Home' facility was absorbed by a larger charity, which I believe is still flourishing.  This change was celebrated by a
Thanksgiving Service at York Minster.  Mary Sumner House closed to members for accommodation, due to changes in
regulations.  Our 'Home & Family' was brought up to date and is now 'Families First', which has some very good articles
and thoughtful ideas.  Inclusivity has been applauded and as the hymn says 'All are welcome, all are welcome in this
place'.

Joan Cash, St James, Hill  

Adrienne Dodd
I was enrolled in 1960 into the Mothers' Union branch at All Saints Church, Stechford.  I
was newly married, and my husband was serving as curate in the parish.  My mother
and mother-in-law were both members of Mothers' Union.  The vicar's wife was
enrolling member and along with several other young members of the congregation I
had to attend ten sessions of instruction into the aims and objects and the work of the
Mothers' Union.  We were all encouraged from the start to involve ourselves in
whatever way we could and this has coloured my involvement ever since.  I was later
able to pick up my membership at St. Philip and St. James, Hodge Hill, and
subsequently at St. Peter's Church, Hall Green, where I have been secretary and branch
leader.  I am now handing over to a group of members.  In the diocese, I have had the

privilege of being Worldwide Chair and Vice President.  All along I have been upheld by the guidance of God within the
fellowship of the whole Mothers' Union.  Membership of Mothers' Union has widened my understanding of being part of
the whole church, worldwide, and of a commitment to working with and for others

Adrienne Dodd, St. Peter, Hall Green   

For more information see 'A History of
the Mothers' Union' by Cordelia Moyse

and
www.themothersunion.org/media-

centre/our-history on Mothers' Union
web pages.

Theme 2017 - Faith in Action
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Family Matters

We welcome new members into the
fellowship of Mothers’ Union

Zimbabwe group
Vimbai Madzingo, Stella Gwende  

St. James the Great, Shirley
Christine Halls, Christine Sears

Group Festival Service

u General Meeting 2017

29-30 September 2017   Edinburgh 

u Birmingham Link Magazine 
copy date 23 September 2017

u Cathedral Prayers 12.05 - 12.30pm 

Monday 8 May 2017 Moseley and Shirley

Monday 14 August 2017 West Birmingham

Monday 13 November 2017 Solihull

u Diocesan Council Meeting 

4 November 2017 Carrs Lane 10 for 10.30 am start

u Diocesan Festival Service

13 May 2017 11am St Philip's Cathedral

u eNewsletter Deadline for April issue:15 March 2017

u Mid-Summer Festival

24 June 2017 3 - 6.30pm Bishop's Croft, Harborn

Moseley and Shirley 7 July 2pm, St James, Shirley 

Solihull 12 July 2.30pm, St Alphege, Solihull

Polesworth 31 August, 7.30pm, St Peter and St Paul,
Kingsbridge 

West Birmingham 11 September 2pm, St Laurence,
Northfield

Sutton Coldfield 13 September 7.30pm, St Peter, Maney 

Madge Jones 
It is with much sadness that
we record the passing of our
dear friend Madge Jones
shortly after celebrating her
96 birthday and becoming a
great grandmother to baby

Lily. Madge was an enthusiastic member of
Mothers' Union for over 40 years and Branch
Leader for 8 years. She will be greatly missed by
all her friends and our sympathy, love and prayers
are with Les and his family .
Mary Jones, Branch Leader, 
St Mary and St Margaret, Castle Bromwich 

Future Dates

We celebrate the life and work of members 
who have recently died

Sheila Blackburn St Philip and St James, Hodge Hill

Rebecca Davies St Alphege, Solihull

Rita Hamilton St Barnabas, Erdington

Phyllis Ritchie St Mary and St Margaret, Castle Bromwich

We congratulate members on their birthdays
Olive Lissaman 90 

4 December 2016, St Philip and St James, Hodge Hill

Dorothy Newberry 90 
5 January 2017, St Alphege, Solihull

Sybil Brant 90 
8 January 2017, St James, Hill

and Anniversaries
Golden Wedding

John and Jenny Blundell All Saints, Four Oaks

Derek and Julie Limbert All Saints, Four Oaks

Brian and Valerie Timmins All Saints, Four Oaks

65 years of marriage
Stan and Veronica Simmonds All Saints, Four Oaks

Midsummer Festival 
This year's Diocesan fundraising event will be held on
Saturday 24 June in the Garden of Bishop's Croft in
Harborne. Please make a note in your diary for this exciting
event. There will be music, games for the children, and
stalls selling cakes, plants, hot food and drinks, an adult's
and a children's tombola. The festivities start at 3.00pm and
will conclude with a short act of worship at 6.00pm. Entry
will be by ticket - £5.00 for adults, children free. Do come
along and bring your children/grandchildren.

Veronica
Simmonds  

It was with great sadness that
the members of All Saints'
Mothers' Union, Four Oaks,
learnt of the sudden death of
one of their longest standing

and most loved members, Veronica Simmonds, in
November last year.  This was particularly
poignant as only a few weeks earlier we had
been offering our congratulations to Veronica and
her husband Stan (also a Mothers' Union member
at All Saints') on celebrating their 65th wedding
anniversary. 
Veronica was a faithful and supportive member of
Mothers' Union and will be greatly missed.
Valerie Warner, All Saints, Four Oaks 
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Members of Mothers' Union welcomed the team of 6
people (Bishop Raphael, clergy and lay) from the Anglican
Church in Bolivia last October.  This was part of a varied
programme with meetings and open events facilitated by
Rt Revd Maurice Sinclair (Honorary Assistant Bishop) to
enable a closer relationship with the Bolivian Church and
the Church in Birmingham.  Jackie and other members
and trustees talked about the work of Mothers' Union in
Birmingham including the projects we are involved in and
about Mothers' Union in general.  She encouraged Bishop
Raphael to contact Mary Sumner House as he is keen for
Mothers' Union to be set up in Bolivia.  The Bolivian team
spoke passionately about their churches and the projects

they were doing including supporting victims of domestic violence which is a big issue; also, the
changing role of women in Bolivia.  Society in Bolivia is not conducive to good family life and the team
felt that starting a Mothers' Union would enable them to access skills and training to work with
families.  The meeting was conducted in English and Spanish with translation so all could participate. 
We were blessed to be able to share with our brothers and sisters from Bolivia.  
Please pray for them.
Elizabeth Walker, Worldwide Representative, Action & Outreach

Mothers' Union around the World 
Meeting with the Anglican Church in Bolivia

Au revoir for now…                   
Maisie McCarthy, an active member of Holy Trinity, Birchfield has recently returned to Grenada in the Caribbean, where
she's also actively involved in the Mothers' Union.  We would like to thank her for all her hard work, especially for
knitting Twiddlemuffs and knitting for premature babies, while she was with us.  We look forward to seeing her again
in the autumn.  Maisie would very much like to form links between Mothers' Union in Grenada and with Birmingham. 

Pamela Nelson, Holy Trinity, Birchfield

Reflection                
'If a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  So faith by itself, if it has no works,
is dead.'  James 2 v 15-17

MALAWI CONTAINER 12      
The next Malawi Container is being loaded on Saturday 10
June.  Those sending gifts need to book space on the
container at least 3 weeks in advance.  The information
sheet on reserving space and preparing to send gifts will
soon be available.  We send gifts to schools, hospitals &
medical centres, parishes or community projects in Malawi.
Judith Grubb can advise on a destination if you do not have
one.  It costs about £10,000 to send each container which
equates to £6 per cubic foot.  Help is also needed for

packing and stacking goods inside the container.  There has
been a request for sewing and knitting machines for a "garment making" project in the Diocese of Upper Shire.
For further details see the website http://www.cofebirmingham.com/malawi/malawi-containers/
To ask for a 'Reserving Space' sheet or for any other enquiry, please contact Judith Grubb
Judith.grubb1@btinternet.com 
Elizabeth Walker, Worldwide Representative, Action & Outreach

Jackie Brocklebank and members of the Anglican
Church in Bolivia on their visit to Birmingham.
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T H E  N E XT  E D I T I O N

spoke of the entrenched culture in many African
countries of men treating women as lesser beings.  She
focussed our attention on D R Congo, where women are
taken away, used as sexual slaves, become pregnant,
and are then abandoned.  They have no idea where they
are, and if they can return to their own community they
may well be ostracised.  If there is a Mothers' Union
presence, these women and girls will be taken care of.
Then the work of changing attitudes in the communities
begins so that the abused and traumatised victims can
be accepted back and their families and friends will help
to make them feel truly loved, clean and worthy.   
Thanks to
Eureka,
Matthew and
Jackie for this
lovely service
and to the Dean
of Birmingham,
The Very
Reverend
Catherine Ogle,
for leading the
service and
delivering an inspiring sermon.
Both organisations have leaflets itemising forms of
abuse and a number of helpline contacts.  The Mothers'
Union leaflet reminds us of what we should do in a case
of suspecting abuse.
www.mothersunion.org    www.bswaid.org                       
Janet Jenkins, St John the Baptist, Knowle                        

Each year nationally
16 days are set aside
for all concerned
about violence
against women and
girls, and gender
abuse; to raise
awareness among
the public, and to
cede for governments
and authorities to
legislate to eliminate
such abuse.
Mothers' Union
supports the
Women's Aid

movement; we in Birmingham give prayer support, listen to
speakers, hold fund-raisers for financial gifts, supply
toiletries, new underwear, hygiene items and toys and
games for families at the refuges, fleeing from abuse.  On 3
December Mothers' Union in Birmingham and Women's Aid
in Birmingham and Solihull came together in the Cathedral
for a service of worship and prayer.  We heard from
Maureen Connelly, Chief Executive of Women's Aid, of the
need for all to be aware of what may be happening in our
sphere and how to go about reporting such fears.  In our
branches and churches, we have in place guidelines and our
branch leaders and vicars will know who we should contact.
Maureen is convinced that in UK we can bring gender abuse
to an end.
Rachel Aston, Head of Social Policy, Mary Sumner House,

The Very Revd Catherine Ogle receiving gift
of thanks for support of MU.   

Gender Based Violence. It's Not Ok!  

Hello my name is
Pamela Nelson.  As
you may be aware, I
am the new Mothers'
Union Diocesan
Training Facilitator.  I
have been a member
of Mothers' Union for
the last 3 years at

Holy Trinity, Birchfield.  Pre-retirement, I was a social worker
for 15 years, then a training team manager for Birmingham
Social Services and following that a lecturer in social work at
University of Birmingham.  I am a mother of two grown up
sons, Christian and Nicholas and a grandmother to Riah (6)
and Mischa (4 going on 30!). 
I was born in Curacao in the Dutch Caribbean.  My father was
from St Lucia and my mother was born in St Kitts/Nevis.  
I came to England at the age of 11, having been educated in

a British Colonial School.
Currently, I am immersing myself in the various aspects of
Mothers' Union life and attending various committees.  I
have been very impressed by the systems at the Mothers'
Union office and feel very supported and encouraged by its
leaders.  This is a transitional period for me.  To date I've
taken part in one ‘Inspired’ event and was able to facilitate
a session at Autumn Council.  As a result, I am now
analysing the data I collected from the meeting.  This will
identify our short term, medium term and long term goals
for Mothers' Union Birmingham.  I have also updated the
Speakers' list. 
It very gratifying to discover that we have much strength,
including great systems in place, dedicated individuals and
visionary leaders.  Thank you all for making me feel so
welcome.  I look forward to your continued support and
encouragement. 
Pamela Nelson, Training Facilitator/Speakers

Pamela Nelson, Training Facilitator 

Honoured guests including: Lord Mayor of
Birmingham, Chief Superintendent of West

Midlands Police Richard Moore, Councillor Rice,
Steven Skakel Lay Chair of Diocesan Synod.

                 


