
Soon after 8 am on Wednesday 5 August a group of members, mainly from Knowle,
boarded a minibus and set off for one of the Open Days at Mary Sumner House, celebrating
100 years since the idea of a 'home' in central London was agreed. 

We arrived in time for a welcome coffee and were greeted by a number of Guides-for-the-
day, several of whom were well known to us!  After Lynne Tembey, Worldwide President,
had welcomed us there were prayers led by Bishop Andrew Proud, Mothers' Union Chaplain.
Then came lunch, after which we enjoyed exploring the House. 

The various meeting rooms held fascinating photos and mementos, giving a wonderful
picture of the history of Mothers' Union.  There were letters written by and to Mary Sumner,
royal memorabilia and an opportunity to watch a rolling loop showcasing Mothers' Union
work worldwide.  In every room the Guides were there to answer questions. 

The day finished with a service of re-dedication of Mary Sumner House.  We left - a little
earlier than planned - because of the imminent tube strike.  Thanks to the driver for coping
with the extraordinary rush hour traffic and to Joy Crumpler for organising the day.  
I wouldn't have missed it for the world.

Valerie Hamley, Knowle Mothers' Union

One Hundred Years On
As you enter Mary Sumner House you see a key stone which says 'Inaugurated 1915' and
so 100 years later, in August this year, there were two days of celebration to
commemorate this event.  Members came from all round the UK to visit the House and
see some very special documents, which are normally kept at Lambeth Palace, together
with items which demonstrated the history of Mothers' Union.  Birmingham Diocese was
well represented with two Guides, Peter Johnson and Claire Laland and two Stewards
Susan Johnson and Margaret Fulford as well as visitors.  On the Wednesday two parties,
from Knowle and Sutton Coldfield, attended and on Thursday two members from St Paul's
Mothers' Union, Hamstead.  One of them Rhiannon McCudden (known to all as Nan) told
me it was part of her 90th Birthday Celebrations to attend the day.  I introduced her to
both the new Chief Executive, Bev Jullien, and to Lynne Tembey who later in the day

invited Nan onto the stage so we could all sing Happy Birthday to her and another member.  Jean Munro who accompanied
Nan said, 'Nan so enjoyed it.  It was worth the struggle of the journey.  Mary Sumner House was bigger than I imagined and
the chapel too with such lovely windows.  The day is such a lovely memory.  I am going to focus on the time spent there, but
block out the travelling at each end of it.'

It was a great joy to be a guide - and hear the many interesting stories from the visiting members.  One member had a letter
written by Mary Sumner to her Grandmother when she was Enrolling Member.  Another told us Mary Sumner was staying with
friends in a large house when she heard the maid was getting married; she gave her some advice on how to behave in
married life and enrolled her as a member giving her a badge which had since been donated to MSH. 

At the closing service it was a grand finale to see Nan on stage being sung to with the Worldwide President and in front of all
the Diocesan pennants made for Worldwide Council in York.  Somehow this homely
touch summed up all I love about Mothers' Union. 

Claire Laland, Past President 

A day to treasure
The Open Day at Mary Sumner House was a wonderful celebration of all that has
been achieved since the founding of Mothers' Union.  I am a third generation
member, and it was lovely to take my mum to share the day and recall some of her
memories.  A day to treasure.

Sally Cox, Fundraising & Communications Coordinator
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The way 
we are now 

Mothers' Union welcomes the report on relationships published
by Relate in September which gives an insight into the quality
of our relationships with family, friends and colleagues.  To see

the report go to http://www.relate.org.uk/policy-
campaigns/our-campaigns/way-we-are-now-2015

A new triennial is approaching.  I wonder what you will be called to do
in your branch, deanery or the diocese?  Why me?  You might be
thinking.  But why not?  Many posts and roles will need to be filled in
our branches and groups.  Some people will have been fulfilling their
present role for three, six years or longer and they will be looking
forward to a change or even a rest!!            

God equips those He calls; He doesn't necessarily call the equipped!  Be
prepared to answer that nagging call.  All of us who have been doing a
particular role will be very happy to discuss, encourage and guide you
through your decision.  When you have accepted a new role please don't
be afraid to ask for help.  Many of us in our present posts have felt
inadequate at the beginning and have grown in confidence through
doing the job.  I certainly didn't feel ready to take on the role of
Coordinator!  As we are all individuals we all perform our tasks in a
unique way, so you shouldn't try to be carbon copy of the last post
holder.  Think about it, pray about it and do it your way.

Lynn Tebbs, Faith & Policy Coordinator

What are you being 
called to do next?

Former Central President, Rachel Nugee
Former Central President, Rachel Nugee, died peacefully on Tuesday 11th August 2015.  We give thanks to God for
Rachel's life and for all that she enabled Mothers' Union to achieve, especially during her time as Central President. 

Rachel served as Central President from 1977 - 1982.  She was especially active in ensuring that the Mothers' Union
'Social Concerns Committee' was effective in finding support and solutions for difficulties faced by one-parent families,
the homeless, tackling violence in marriage, and more.  She was passionate about advocating the value of Mothers'
Union to governments, achieving wider recognition and respect for the organisation.

Dementia Friends
Since last year many of you have arranged and attended Dementia Friends
awareness sessions.  I understand that approximately 300 people have been
reached through Mothers' Union and church groups.  This is truly wonderful.
Many of these sessions have been run by James Brocklebank.  Although
James is off to India for 6 months shortly I want to encourage you to
continue to think of running a Dementia Friends session as the initiative is
ongoing.  To organise contact dementiafriends.org.uk.  For general enquiries
go to enquiries@alzheimers.org.uk 
The National Dementia Helpline for support, information and guidance is
0300 222 1122
Jackie Brocklebank, Diocesan President

You are invited to

A Rough Guide 
to Mothers' Union 

On Saturday 24 October  10 - 1 pm  
at 1 Colmore Row, Birmingham
Open to all members but numbers limited.  

More information and registration form on Birmingham web
pages or apply to Diocesan Secretary

 



seemed to overwhelm me' she wrote on becoming a
mother.  I'm sure we can all relate to that sentiment -
perhaps not just when becoming a parent but when
our responsibilities change in any sense.  We are only
human after all.  The Worldwide President, Lynne
Tembey, reminded us that we are ordinary people
doing extraordinary things.
It is always good to catch up with friends and family at
celebratory events such as weddings and parties.  We
should never cease being thankful when we can do
this.  At the weekend we were blessed at St James to
welcome back Revd Diane Thompson.  It was good to
catch up.  Quite coincidentally in her sermon Diane
referred to a saying by Julian of Norwich which has
been uppermost in my mind for many months.  'Before
God ever made us he loved us'.  This is a very powerful
thought to hold onto in times when things are not
going so well.  We are loved by God.  As we celebrate
the good things in life let us remember those for
whom life is a struggle.  And as we go about our daily
lives meeting people we perhaps feel unable to relate
to or even don't like, let us remember that God loves
them too.  A tough lesson for all of us!
With my love, Jackie
Jackie Brocklebank, Diocesan President

3Birmingham Link, Autumn 2015

Dear Friends

Celebrations are in the air.  Following on from our family
wedding I have recently attended the 'Celebrate Day' at
Mary Sumner House commemorating 100 years of the 
House being inaugurated.  It is amazing to think that a
young woman called Mary Sumner made such an impact
which is still as relevant today as in her times.  It was
interesting to read some of her original letters.  'I shall
never forget the aweful sense of responsibility which

Revd Diane Thompson with Jackie and Gwen Giles, St James,
Hill, Mothers' Union.

From the President

Mapping the Future at Launde Abbey  
If you have never visited the retreat house of Launde Abbey, I would thoroughly recommend it.  Karen Griffiths and I
were privileged to join a group of young and young at heart members, including Lynne Tembey (Worldwide President)
and Felicity Hawke (Provincial President).  Our task was to consider what Mothers' Union is today and how we might
evolve in the future.

The weekend was very relaxed and gave us time for contemplation, prayer, discussions, fun, and laughter.  We looked
back to our roots, we found out the projects happening in our own and other dioceses and then we dreamed our
dreams! 

Our discussions led us in many directions including ideas that we could take forward and lots of questions for Lynne and
Felicity.  It encouraged us all to think a bit outside of the box, it reminded us of the importance of a personal invitation
that may encourage someone to come along to a meeting, it made us think that meetings could take many different
forms, it made us consider the fact that many younger people think that Mothers' Union is an older persons
organisation.  But above all it reinforced that we have a very special organisation with the ability to make a difference
in small and large ways. 

Sally Cox, Fundraising & Communications Coordinator

Inspired
The Inspired day at Colmore Row saw a group of around 25 celebrating and sharing
ideas used in branches throughout the diocese.  Each group created a flower full of
the creative ideas for meetings, worship and fellowship.  These ranged from
knitting to Valentine Day services.  Most of the time the room was a hub of
animated chat and a mutual desire to share and also take back some new ideas to
try out.  The group considered how to cater for all ages and we heard about young
members in another diocese who meet more ad hoc but use email to communicate
regularly.  Everyone went home buzzing with ideas.  Keep your eyes open for the
next event and make the most of your fellow members.

Sally Cox, Fundraising & Communications Coordinator
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St Alphege Mothers' Union held several events for Mums in
Brum.  One of them was a tour of the church, after delicious
wine and nibbles, and a visit to the ringing chamber where

some had a go at ringing!  Total raised so far £389

St Peter's Mothers’ Union, Balsall Common booked a room in a
local Indian Restaurant and invited members and friends to

attend.  A raffle was held (restaurant donated a voucher) and
the profits went to Mums in Brum.

Mums 
in Brum

Around the Diocese members have
found many interesting ways of
raising funds for Mums in Brum.  

Here are a few of them. 

The Cathedral Branch held an afternoon tea in the gardens of the
Church of Ascension, Stirchley.  A wonderful time was had by all.  

Lots of sunshine and amazing goodies. 
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Is this the most unusual way of getting to a Mums in Brum
event? Tricycle spotted outside the Church of Ascension,

Stirchley during their cream tea.

An enjoyable Summer Social was held at Four Oaks, Sutton
Coldfield.  Special mention to the cooks who prepared such

delicious food on a VERY hot night! 

Castle Bromwich Mothers' Union was delighted to be joined 
from friends from nearby parishes for their afternoon tea.  

Who needs to go to the Ritz! 

Brilliant literary lunch at St James Hill with author James Vollmar.  
Over 60 attended.  Good speaker and delicious food.  Well done all.  

£185 for Mums in Brum and a similar amount for AFIA.
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Family Matters

We welcome new members into the
fellowship of Mothers’ Union;

St John The Baptist Knowle

Mrs Jenny Mabon 

St Alphege Solihull

Neil Eaton

New Indoor Member

St Barnabas Erdington
Rita Hamilton

u 7-8 October NEC Birmingham Christian Resources
Exhibition

u 18-25 October One World Week Theme Hope in Action 
http://www.oneworldweek.org/

u 24 October A Rough Guide to Mothers' Union, 
1 Colmore Row  10 - 1 

u 2 November 12 noon Cathedral Prayers
u 25 Nov - 10 Dec 16 Days of Activism against Gender

Violence
u 5 Dec Advent Service, 11am St Martin in the 

Bullring Church
2016

u 22 Feb - 7 March Fairtrade Fortnight
u 27 Feb Diocesan Council at Carrs Lane 
u 23 and 24 September - General Meeting 

(details to be confirmed)    

MOTHERS' UNION FESTIVAL SERVICE - UNITED IN PRAYER
At the opening of the service we were welcomed by Very Revd Catherine Ogle, Dean of Birmingham Cathedral, and warned
there would be surprises during the Service.  The banners were processed while we sang All my hope on God is founded.  The
preacher was Diocesan Chaplain, Reverend Dr Matthew Rhodes, who gave us plenty to think about.  After this several suit-cases
were brought to the front representing our new Link Dioceses (they all had various details in words and pictures on them) while
the Zimbabwe group sang “O sons and daughters, let us sing”.  Then came the Commissioning of Sandra Golding as Community
Development Worker, Tony Parker as a Trustee and the enrolment of a new member Neil Eaton from St Alphege Church.  
When we came in, we had all been given a luggage label and asked to write a short prayer on it.  Later we were asked to find
someone we did not know; hold hands and each read their prayer to the other, then exchange labels and go and find someone
else and repeat - quite an interesting and different activity.
After Holy Communion there were closing prayers and then the banners were again paraded back down the centre aisle so we
could read the Branch names (some lovely new ones) to the hymn Jesus put this song into our hearts.  So ended a wonderful
service with refreshments.  There was a chance to meet and chat with friends especially those who travel a distance to this
special service.  I look forward to the next time.
Barbara Griffiths, All Saints Mothers' Union, Stechford

Future Dates

We celebrate the life and work of members 
who have recently died; 

Esme Borthwick,  St John The Baptist, Knowle
Joyce Gibbs,  Hall Green

Pat Green,   St Michael, Bartley Green.

We congratulate members on their birthdays;
Joan Wilding  90  St Anne, West Heath

Hilda Perks 90 St Anne, West Heath
Stephanie Smith 90 St Michael, Bartley Green
Rhiannon  McCudden 90 St Paul, Hamstead
Brigit Johnson 99 St Peter, Balsall Common

and Anniversaries;
Golden Wedding

Tony and Pam Platts   St James, Hill
Mike and Judy Townsley   Knowle

Cynthia and Bob Mawby   St Gabriel, Weoley Castle

Diamond Wedding
Ken and Audrey Davies   St Peter, Balsall Common

Reg and Jo Gandy   Knowle

Mothers' Union Advent
Carol Service

At St Martin in the Bullring
Saturday 5 December 11am       

“A Time of Waiting”
Truly my soul waits in stillness
upon God; my salvation comes

from him.  Psalm 62:1
This will be a time to prepare

ourselves for the coming of Christ
and also a time say 'thank you' to all who are

completing their time of office in our branches and
diocese and ask God's blessing on those who are
waiting to take on new roles in the next triennial.

Goodbye and hello!
At the end of August we said goodbye to Janet Thorne who
has been the Diocesan Secretary for about 3 years. We will
all miss her cheery voice on the telephone.  Jackie and
some of the Trustees presented Janet with a bouquet and
pen from members.  Janet has really enjoyed meeting
members and providing a service to everyone.  She passes
on her thanks and best wishes to you all.  
Sheila Benbow started work as Diocesan Secretary on 2
September.  Sheila is a Mothers' Union member at
Polesworth branch and will be working on Wednesday only
but the office will remain open on a Monday.  We look
forward to getting to know Sheila better.
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Times and society have changed.  The whole picture of a
mum, dad, and two children is no longer the norm.  One
parent families and divorced families with step-parents
and children are now more prevalent.  Family units no
longer live in close proximity to grandparents, aunts,
and uncles.  So who can they turn to for advice, when
doing the most important and potentially rewarding job
they will ever be responsible for?
Can we, as Mothers' Union members, help to fill this gap
by offering the opportunity for young parents to get
together and work through the difficulties of bringing up
a family?  In doing this friendships can be formed
between families which often carry on after a series of
get-togethers (Parenting Groups) has ended.  These get-
togethers are organised by trained and accredited
facilitators.  Presently, we have three fully accredited
facilitators.  Jane Davies and Zena Bill are pictured here.
Our Diocesan President, Jackie makes up the trio.  All are
willing to run courses tailored to the specific needs of
groups requesting help.  Recently, sessions for parents of
troublesome teenagers and parents of special needs
children have been run.
Perhaps there is a local need in your parish for a

parenting group to enable the exchange of parents'
experiences.  Groups of up to eight for parents of
children in the age ranges 0-5, 6-12, and teenage years
can be facilitated by the “Passionate about Parenting”
team who are ready and willing to respond.  Please
remember your own
experiences of how
good it felt to know that
your child's behaviour
and your feelings were
normal, manageable,
and encountered by lots
of others as well.
Please contact Zena or
Jane to arrange groups,
discuss dates and
venues, or particularly to
train to become a Parenting Facilitator.  (There may be a
training session in Spring 2016) Contact details may be
found in the Mothers' Union Diocesan Directory or from
the Diocesan Office.  Jane and Zena are also available to
visit branches or attend Group Coordinators meetings to
talk about the changing role of Parenting.

Supporting Parents 

Age Ratings to be added to UK Music Videos
Mothers' Union is delighted at the announcement by Government on 18th August 2015, that it will introduce age-ratings
on streamed music content produced within the UK.

The charity has been campaigning for policy and industry changes that will help protect childhood from commercialisation
and sexualisation since 2010.  Earlier this year Mothers' Union's Bye Buy Childhood 2015 report highlighted that 86% of
parents are concerned about sexualisation. 

Welcoming the announcement today, Chief Executive, Beverley Jullien said, 'Providing guidance on age-appropriateness
on music videos will enable parents and children to make an informed decision about material their children access
online.  We know that parents are concerned about sexualised content viewed online - including music videos.  We know
that a third of parents we've spoken to are concerned that they have little or no control over what their children view on
the internet.  Our hope now is that other countries, particularly the massive US music industry, will see this as a positive
step that they want to emulate.' 

Messy Mothers' Union 
Messy Mothers' Union - well why should children have all the fun with their messy church sessions?  What a fun day it
was too.  We gathered at 10 am on Saturday 25 April in time for coffee.  Lynn Tebbs talked us through the activities
and said a short prayer before we were invited to choose an activity.  There was a wide choice from painting our ideas
of what God might look like to colouring in a bookmark with a prayer printed on it.
The theme for the day was to learn about our new links, so a lot of activities focused on that.  There were four flags to
knit, puzzles and quizzes all about our link dioceses and creating a St. Bridget's cross on which you could write the link
names.  There were two lap tops available so that people could learn about each link diocese.  Any information was
written onto a post-it note and added to a huge world map.
St. Bartholomew's branch told us all about Joy Boxes (see Birmingham Link issue 132 Winter 2014) and showed us two
examples, one for a child and one for an adult.  There was a chance to sit and reflect in a quiet area and also share
what Mothers' Union means to each one of us.  At lunch time we got the chance to try some foods using ingredients
available in our link dioceses.  There were some Polish pastries to try too.  Poland doesn't have a Mothers' Union - yet.
Finally the day finished off with a short service led by Lynn.  We all combined to create a prayer thanking God for
different aspects of the day.
I would like to thank St. Laurence's branch and church for hosting the day and those who cooked, baked or made teas
and coffees.  Also thanks to Lynn and her team for coming up with all the ideas for the day.  Speaking as someone
who has to think of ideas for children's craft in holiday club, it was a pleasure to attend a craft event and not have to
prepare or worry about any of it!
Janet Bradley, St. Anne, West Heath, Mothers' Union

Jane Davies and Zena Bill
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Please send all items for Issue 135 of Birmingham Link to Mothers’ Union Office,
1 Colmore Row, Birmingham. B3 2BJ by 16 Jan 2016.

It will be ready for collection at Mothers’ Union Council on 27 February 2016.

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Mothers’ Union.

Whilst every effort is taken to ensure the accuracy of the dates and comments, the Trustees of Birmingham Mothers’ Union

cannot accept responsibility for any loss, damage or inconvenience caused through any error or omission.
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T H E  N E XT  E D I T I O N

Congratulations
Castle Bromwich Mothers' Union Branch was very
pleased to welcome Jackie Brocklebank to a recent
meeting.  She presented certificates for 55 years
membership to Mary Griffiths, 50 years for Mary Irving,
30 years for Margaret Grady, Diane Shipley and Lesley
Greaves (not in picture).  Madge Jones and Gill Adams
received 30 years certificates later as they were unable
to attend on that day.  Bob Jolly was enrolled.
Congratulations to all.
Margaret Smith, Castle Bromwich Mothers' Union

News from NAIROBI 
August marked the first Church & Community
Mobilisation Process Forum in Africa.  The Head of World
Council of Churches opened it saying, 'we are missing the
heart and soul of development if we do not include
faith'.  The conference was held in Nairobi, Kenya and
was hosted by the Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa
(CAPA).  Those involved included Tearfund, Us (formerly
USPG), the Anglican Alliance and Mothers' Union who
were represented by members of the Action & Outreach
team, Community Development Coordinators and
Mothers' Union leaders from Guyana, Uganda, South
Africa, Tanzania, DR Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.  

16 Days of Activism against Gender
Violence
This is a global campaign which was launched in 1991 by
Rutgers University, running from 25 November to 10
December each year.  Mothers' Union has participated in
the 16 Days campaign since 2013.  For further
information go to www.mothersunion.org/content/16-
days-activism-pack

Zimbabwe Group Mothers' Union, Newtown
Congratulations to Zimbabwe Mothers' Union Newtown

branch.  They received an award for the wonderful work
they have been doing in the community.

Mothers' Union, Kingsbury
On Wednesday July 8, after a year of planning, we held
our first service, named Oasis,  for carers and those
needing a space for prayer and reflection, particularly
those living with dementia.  It was held in the Kingsbury
Methodist Church, B78 2HH, and was a joint initiative
between Rev Dr John White of Kingsbury Parish church,
Deacon Linda Kinchenton of Kingsbury Methodist church
and Mothers' Union, Kingsbury Branch.  The service lasted
for about 30 minutes and included prayers, two hymns,
listening music and PowerPoint reflections.  The next
service is planned for Wednesday 14th October at 11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.  Free parking behind the Methodist
Church.  Food available afterwards at the Community
Cafe, Welcome Hall, Kingsbury Methodist Church. 
Glenys Roberson, Kingsbury Mothers' Union

Diane Shipley, Margaret Grady, Mary Griffiths, 
Bob Jolly , Jackie Brocklebank.

                   


