
We have now launched the updated
Birmingham website which can be viewed at
http://muenterprises.org/birmingham.  This includes
items about Trustees and Units, details about future

Central Mothers’ Union launched a redesign of its
website in September with an updated look, an
easier to manage navigation, a search facility and a
dedicated area for members and Mothers’ Union
chaplains.

The public area of the website has also been
completely restructured and redesigned: a section on
each of the objectives of the organisation neatly
structures the work Mothers’ Union does; and a brand
new practical support section has been developed
especially for parents and couples with input from
external experts, such as Andrew Body, author of
Growing Together. 
‘We felt it important not only to tell people of the
support we offer to families and couples, but actually
to offer that support on our website as well as in
local communities’, said Fiona Thomas,
Communications Manager at Mary Sumner House.
‘For members we have incorporated an extensive
library of resources to download, and a new micro-
site for Inspired full of ideas to help them build
their local work.’

Go to www.mothersunion.org to see the new site -
and let us know what you think of both websites.   

Make it a double!

Mothers’ Union theme for 2014 is Sowing the Future Together

events, information useful to members and much more.
In the members section there are prayers suitable for
the theme for 2014, knitting patterns for garments
needed by hospitals, etc and guidelines for organising a
Deanery Service.  You can also access the current
Birmingham Link and several past editions.  There is
a direct line to the prayer ministry so members can use
the site to request prayers for any situation.  We plan to
feature local events so if you have something in your
branches you wish to advertise just use the Contact Form
on the Contacts section - making sure you give us plenty
of notice.  

There are easy links direct to the Central Mothers’ Union
web pages, Bye Buy Childhood, Inspired, Malawi
Birmingham Partnership and several others.  

However, we are still adding items to the web pages.  If
there is something you would like to suggest is included,
or a link that you would find useful, please contact me
via the Contacts page.  I would also value some good
action photographs of events in your branches and
groups.  In the meantime ….  good surfing!

Claire Laland,
Fundraising & Communications Committee

Birmingham’s new website



Watch out for a 10 hour
mini-series on The Bible

to be screened on
Channel 5 this December.
It was shot on location in
Quarzazate, Morocco and
will also be available on

DVD later this year.

2

President:
Jackie Brocklebank

e-mail address
j.brocklebank@blueyonder.co.uk

Mobile: 07905 644264
Tel: 0121 241 9098

MU Diocesan Office
Secretary: Janet Thorne

Carrs Lane Church Centre
Birmingham B4 7SX
Tel: 0121 643 0938
e-mail address

office@mubham.org.uk

Office Hours:
Monday & Wednesday
10.30am - 12.30pm

Birmingham Link Editor:
Claire Laland
e-mail address

Clmap18@gmail.com
Mobile: 07702 087687

Web Site
www.muenterprises.org/

birmingham/

Registered Charity No:
1065815

Mothers’ Union Contacts

The Office closes for Christmas on
Monday 18 December 2013 and
re-opens on Monday 13 January 2014.

Mothers’ Union Office

Birmingham Link, Autumn 2013

United in love and service 
Three new members were warmly welcomed and enrolled at the Aston and City
Group Festival Service on 30 June when members of the Group were joined by
others from around the Diocese.  During the service there were imaginative

intercessions with
visual aids displayed on
the altar.  It was
suggested that
members of Mothers’
Union are like
individual threads that
make up a cloth: they
are weak when
separate but strong
when united in love
and service.  A cloth
was brought up
representing members
worldwide; a Bible -
representing the word

of God; a candle and Mary Sumner’s prayer – signifying our commitment to
prayer; a rock – sometimes we stumble on rocks but we can also build with
them; chocolate – representing the sweet, good moments; knitted goods –
representing our projects and a plant – showing we have opportunities to grow
and flourish.  This all provided much food for thought.

Like many people I struggle a bit with the grey skies and
shorter days that are so much a feature of our winters.
One of the best antidotes that I have found is the
opportunity to cook.  And cooking is always more
pleasurable when there are other people to cook for.
Many of us will be spending time around the table with
friends and family during the next few months.  But we are conscious that
others may be on their own.  Inviting people to share hospitality can be a gift
to both guest and host and it reminds us of one of the key themes of the
season, that of hospitality.  During Advent we prepare to welcome again the
Christ child, aware that in many places there is still no room at the inn.

Hospitality can also present lots of opportunities for mission and of sharing our
faith.  We may struggle to get our nearest and dearest to church sometimes but
we can still convey our faith through what we do at home.  Things like making
our Christmas pudding on Stir Up Sunday (24 November), putting out a nativity
set, or saying grace, can give Christian seasoning to midwinter materialism and
prompt some interesting discussions.

However before we get too cosy, hospitality also demands that we ask the big
questions, like why are people living on our streets and why are so many
people fleeing persecution?  The Christ child born in a stable, who became a
refugee, should make us feel uncomfortable.  True hospitality means asking
hard questions about things like benefits and housing policy.  It may even mean
looking at our own housing.  Some of us are still living in large family homes
while young families struggle to find appropriate accommodation.

True hospitality is about being open to the possibility that we may be changed
by welcoming another.  If we welcome Christ into our lives we cannot know
where it will lead.  But we also know that our lives will be immeasurably
enriched when we open that door. 

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God. John 1.12

Matthew

Revd Dr Matthew Rhodes, Mothers’ Union Chaplain

The Bible

Some more Holding Crosses
have arrived from Malawi.  If
you would like to purchase

please contact Claire Laland. 

True Hospitality

New members Lesley Thomas, Vera Allison, and Jane
Ngereza with Jackie Brocklebank



also be there.  There will be a wine and nibbles reception in
the Cathedral after this service.  

On Friday 14 March 7.30 - 9.30 there is a
social evening at St Mary and St Margaret
Castle Bromwich Community Hall.  This
will be a ticketed evening event with a
buffet - cost £5.  Please book through
your Branch Leader.  Diocesan Members
should book via the office.

More information will be available at
Council and through Branch Leaders.  This is a special
opportunity for us to meet the Worldwide President, who is an
inspirational leader so please put the date in your diary!

I have just returned
from the Provincial
Conference on the
theme of Living
Stones.  It was great to
be with other Diocesan
Presidents.  There is so
much we can learn and
take inspiration from
when we step outside
our local area.  A
highlight for me was
the contemplative
worship put together
by our Chaplain, Revd
Daniel Richards, vicar of

Kirk Braddan Church, Isle of Man, pictured here.  Do you need
to step outside your comfort  zone - visit another branch,
deanery, go to the General Meeting, maybe even speak to
someone you don't know.  Who knows what you might
discover.  I thoroughly recommend it.

With my love

Jackie

Jackie Brocklebank,
Mothers’ Union Diocesan President
NB All Branches have two copies of Reaching Out
to Families - it can also be downloaded from the
Birmingham web site or extra copies can be
purchased from the office, price 60p.

SomeSomething tthing to talo talk about!  k about!  
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Dear Friends

What a glorious summer we enjoyed.  As I write this we are
still experiencing some balmy days.  Being an outdoor type I
really relish this!  But as we come to Harvest time it means
taking what is mature and using it however we can – in my
case Apple Chutney!

Over the summer I have witnessed
some of the seeds you are sowing
in your churches.  Our theme for
this coming year is ‘Sowing the
Future together’.  Our clergy are a
big part of that.  As a direct
response to our attendance at
Clergy Conference and as a result
of our newly revised booklet
Reaching Out to Families we
are exploring setting up new
groups at four churches – watch
this space!

It’s not just about new growth
though.  As we move through
life, change happens whether

we want it or not.  Are there areas where your
branch and your experience of Mothers’ Union need
revitalising?  Are you fallow or maturing?  We are so lucky in
this Diocese to have a wealth of resources to use including
DVDs to supplement those available from Mary Sumner House.
Why not set some time aside to consider what you could use?
We don’t always have to start from scratch.   

One of the highlights of the summer was our Summer
Luncheon at All Saints – what a wonderful opportunity for
some shared fellowship and fun.  Things like this don’t happen
without a big team of people and we are grateful to them.
Enjoying times like this is important as in any family.  Being
together is so important to cement relationships.  

We are blessed that Lynne Tembey, Worldwide President, is
visiting the Diocese between Wednesday March 12 and
Saturday March 15 next year.  At her request, Lynne will be
visiting projects, meeting as many members as possible, as
well as spending time with Trustees.  Lynne will be our
preacher at Diocesan Festival Service and Bishop David will

From the President

This, my first year as the Away
From It All (AFIA) Coordinator,
has been very busy with a
variety of applications for

funding.  We have funded holidays for 8 families, helped
with funding for 3 day trips for groups of mums and
children, as well as paying the travel expenses for another
group whose break was funded by a different charity.

In Birmingham we ask the families to choose the holiday or
break that they would like giving them a guide as to the
amount we are likely to fund.  Three of the families chose to
stay in Guest Houses, while four went to large Caravan Parks
near the sea where there were plenty of things to entertain
the children, many of whom had not been on holiday before.

The other family decided that they would like an over-night
break at Alton Towers which allowed them two days to
experience all that it has to offer and to spread the travelling
over two days which was helpful as one of the children uses
a wheelchair.  

The day trips proved to be very enjoyable and one of the
leaders told me that it was not only the enjoyment of the
day that was important but the fact that the children would
have something to talk about to their peers when they
returned to school after the summer holidays.  

This year we spent well over £5,000 from the AFIA Fund and I
am extremely grateful to all the branches that sent donations.
With the prospect of another busy year please continue to
fund raise for AFIA and perhaps encourage your PCC to make
donations so we are able to help others next year.

Jill Harris, AFIA Coordinator

Jackie with Revd Daniel Richards

Lynne Tembey



Be with God
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Be still and know that I am God
Psalm 46:10

This year Mothers’ Union members and friends have
experienced two periods of set-aside occasions just to be
with God.  They have been special times away from the
normal routines of living, giving us an opportunity to re-
create our relationship with God in a friendly and warm
atmosphere.  All through the Bible we read of people
finding a place to be with God:  Moses on Mount Sinai or
Jesus going to a quiet place to be with His father.  Jesus

encouraged his disciples to ‘come apart to a lonely place’ to
renew themselves in silence and prayer.  Through the
centuries Christians have found it important to follow the
example Jesus set.

Our Day of Exploration and Reflection at Kings Heath in June
had 30 members following the labyrinth on a busy
Saturday morning, yet we were enabled to find quiet being
together.  We learned about different labyrinth styles and
discovered that Kings Heath is of ‘Contemporary’ Style – a
variation of historic styles with seven circuits and one path
to the centre.  The design of the path is not predictable
because as you walk you are led into all three quadrants of

the design.  There are three ‘loops’ along the outer edge
inviting you to step on to the path at any point.  Eventually
you will come to where the path turns inward.  From here
you follow the path as it twists and turns until you reach
the centre.  Then you follow the same path on the way out.
There is no danger of being lost as in a maze!  Trust and
Follow the Path was our focus for the day and we did just
that.  How like our own life journeys.

The Kings Heath Labyrinth has wonderful mosaics and
quotations incorporated into the design, helping us to
ponder on the world we live in, our communities, our
relationships and the whole creation of God.  As we slowly
followed the path we were able to find stillness and calm,
even with the Farmers Market, ice cream van and Saturday
shoppers passing by.

We shared thoughts on Aren’t you just a bunch of
stones? and what walking the labyrinth path meant for
us, as we passed along a large pebble ‘found’ along the
path.  Some of these thoughts were included in the last
edition of Birmingham Link.

After lunch we focused on our own spiritual journeys –
Here I am, but where am I? We pondered what we
take with us on our path of life, our pilgrimage, and were
reminded of Pilgrims Progress – ‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall be
better than light and safer than a known way’.  We also
thought of our own communities and wondered if we had
such a labyrinth as Kings Heath in our own parish what we
might like to include.  What would we like to celebrate or
encourage?  What phrase or image would illustrate our
hopes and vision for our local community?

This gave us opportunity to design our own image or
quotation using a range of craft materials.  These were
placed along the path to the cross which Diane Thompson
had prepared for us for our closing worship, together with
pebbles, candles and other meaningful objects we collect
along life’s journey.

Many thanks to Diane Thompson and Vivienne Thickett who
helped to lead the day.  It was a wonderfully uplifting
experience finished by dancing the hokey cokey around the
labyrinth.  Such a joy and delight in the afternoon sunshine.

Lynn Tebbs, Faith & Policy Coordinator

Dancing the Hokey Cokey round the labyrinth

Walking the labyrinth amongst the bustle of market stalls

The path to the cross
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Calm Afternoon
Members from around the
diocese gathered at Castle
Bromwich on a beautiful
autumn day early in October.

The day was
a time of
reflection and
creativity based
on ‘Safe in God’s
Hands’ using
Jeremiah 18 as a
starting point.  It
was a wonderful

time apart from our busy lives with an opportunity to draw,
colour, write a prayer, mould clay or just think and pray out
in the sunshine.  We were also asked the question, How
do we (as Mothers’ Union) show Christ’s love to
the world….our community…our family?  

I am sure we all join in sending many thanks to Lynn Tebbs
for organising, and obviously putting a lot of thought and
prayer into devising the day, and all the people of St Mary,
Castle Bromwich for their hospitality. 

Please set aside a few minutes during Thursday 6
February to Monday 10 February to pray for Mothers’
Union link dioceses and, of course, Birmingham Mothers’
Union too.  You may be able to join with members of
your branch, or with a friend or in your own quiet time.
You will receive your own copy of the Wave of Prayer
leaflet with up to date news from the link dioceses.  This
includes information received by the Worldwide 

Taking part in craft

Thinking and praying in the sunshine

Yet you, Lord, are our Father.

We are the clay, you are the potter;

We are all the work of your hand. 

Isaiah 64:8

From God’s hands
It is not you who shape God;

It is God that shapes you.

If then you are the work of God, 

await the hand of the Artist

Who does all things in due season.  

Offer the Potter your heart,

Soft and tractable,

And keep the form in which

The Artist has fashioned you.

Let your clay be moist,

Lest you grow hard and lose

The imprint of the Potter’s fingers.

Irenaeus 2nd Century

Representative, Kate Little.  There is also the DVD
Homing In, produced last year, about our links which you
may be able to use to complement the leaflet.

It is good to know that members across the world will be
remembering us on these days, as part of that great wave
of prayer joining 4 million members.  The wave is used at
Mary Sumner House each day at midday, just as members
all over the world try to stop at midday to pray.  Will you?

Wave of Prayer 2014
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2014

◆ 10 February,
12 May,
11 August,
10 November - Cathedral
Prayers 

◆ 12-15 March - Visit of
Worldwide President 

◆ 15 March - Diocesan Festival
Service,
St Philip’s Cathedral

◆ 12 April - Spring Council 

◆ 21 June - General Meeting,
Belfast

◆ 11 July - 7.15 for 7.45 pm,
Summer Council 
St Peter’s Church, Maney,
Sutton Coldfield 

Family Matters

St John The Baptist, Knowle
Angela Bragg, Paula Bird

St Mary and St Margaret, Castle
Bromwich

Sheila Hadley, Jean Willis

St Peter,
Balsall Common

Chris Price
St Peter, Maney
Norman Willis

We welcome new members into the fellowship of Mothers’ Union;

Progress in Malawi
Malawi has been rated among the 20 best performing

countries for making progress on attainable Millennium
Development Goals by 2015.  Taken from a joint press

statement by the African Union, UN Development
Programme, African Development Bank and UN Economic

Commission for Africa. 

Poetry Prayer Diary
Catherine Aldis has published a poetry diary for 2014.  It is
A5 size, with a new prayer-poem for each month.  The cost
is £3.50 per diary plus postage – 50p for a single copy.  You
can order through Mothers’ Union Office.  Many of you buy

the diaries as gifts, as well as for personal use, and
Catherine hopes you will continue this practice!  All the

profits will go to MU Literacy and Development Programme
(now called Literacy and Financial Education Programme) in
three African countries, Burundi, Malawi and Sudan.  If you

would like to read more about the programme, go to:
http://www.themothersunion.org/literacy.aspx

Jackie Brocklebank and members at celebration of 100
years of St James, Shirley Mothers’ Union

Celebrating 100

General Meeting 2014
The General Meeting will be held in the Waterfront Hall,
Belfast on Saturday 21 June with a service the evening

before at St Ann’s Cathedral.  Tickets for both events should
be ordered from the Mothers’ Union Office as soon as

possible.  There may be some places left on the Diocesan
City Break which includes flight and accommodation at the
Belfast Hilton adjacent to Waterfront Hall.  Alternatively you
may wish to attend the meeting and make your own travel
and accommodation arrangements.  You will still need to

order tickets from the Office.  This is sure to be an exciting
and interesting event with an opportunity to meet the staff

from Mary Sumner House and to hear about the latest
developments in Mothers’ Union work worldwide.  Will we

see you there?
For more information go to

http://www.themothersunion.org/sites/default/files/
Mothers%20Union%20Belfast%20Welcome.pdf

We celebrate the life and work of members who have recently died;
Mavis Richards, All Saints, Stechford

Edith Hughes, St Stephen and St Wulstan
Ivy Paine, St Bartholomew, Allens Cross

Audrey Norman, St Alphege, Solihull
Peggy Barlow, St Peter and St Paul, Kingsbury

Lorraine Jolly, St Mary & St Margaret, Castle Bromwich

We congratulate members on their birthdays;
Marjorie Moxon 90, The Ascension, Hall Green
Brigit Johnson 97, St Peter, Balsall Common

Phyllis Ritchie 90, St Mary and St Margaret, Castle Bromwich
Dorothy Horne 90, St James, Hill, Sutton Coldfield

and Anniversaries;
Golden Wedding

Santie and Ron Wheeler, Margaret and Phil Kew, Diane and Gordon Burton
Diamond Wedding

Beryl and Stan Boulter, Janet and Sid Butts, Joan and Roy Cash

St Barnabas, Erdington
Vera Allison, Jane Ngereza 

Lesley Thomas
St Columba, Sutton Coldfield

Julia Kelly, Maureen Hill



Christmas a coming

It’s that time of year – Christmas coming and a big Thank
You to those Mothers’ Union members who sign Christmas
Cards for prisoners.  We ask that the message is simple so
the cards are suitable for people of all faiths or none, and
the envelopes unsealed for security checking.  What
happens to the cards?  In Swinfen Young Offenders
Institute and prison, Lichfield Diocese provides signed
cards for all prisoners; the chaplaincy distributes one card
for each prisoner together with a small diary and a slip
about the Mothers’ Union in each envelope.  In
Birmingham Prison (formerly Winson Green) the
chaplaincy distributes cards to all prisoners.  These are
much appreciated.  As many prisoners have no contact
with family or friends, a handwritten card means a lot at
Christmas.  We also plan to offer the cards to visiting
families at the Family Day Christmas visit.  Again these
are appreciated and show that people care.  This is a
really important outreach project and we are grateful to
all who give their time to organise it.

Rita Evans, Prison Project Coordinator

7Birmingham Link, Autumn 2013

All Unit Conference 2013 -
Together we Grow
Swanwick, Derbyshire was the venue for the Mothers’
Union All Unit Conference at the beginning of September.
This involved the unit coordinators from dioceses across
the UK and Ireland, as well as some from further afield,
and for the first time, an additional ‘stream’ for MU
Enterprises.  The aim of the conference was to learn about
the direction of Mothers’ Union in the next three years
and to be aware of the key messages and approaches to
achieve the vision of the organisation!  Wow – what a
challenge in three days! 

Pam Deanshaw and Chris Price from St Peter’s Church
signing cards

Make a Mother’s Day –
Sunday 30 March

In 2013, thanks to your support,
Make A Mothers’ Day raised over
£160,000 nationally.  This year with
your help we can raise even more. 

Contact
fundraising@themothersunion.org
to order a catalogue and the
Mothering Sunday church resource.
Or go to
www.makeamothersday.org

Birmingham was well represented with Eric Swindells
(Action & Outreach), Lynn Tebbs (Faith &Policy), Margaret
Howlett (Finance & Central Services) Rowena Nicholls
(MUenterprises) and me, Erica (Fundraising &
Communication) standing in for Sally Cox who works full-
time.  In addition Peter Johnson was there in his role as
Non-Executive Director MUe and Claire Laland as a
member of FR & C Unit Committee and Judith Fennell
joined us for one day to follow the MUe stream.  The
Conference was from Wednesday afternoon to Friday
lunchtime – with Lynn and Claire attending from Tuesday
(phww!)  because of Unit Committee duties.  We were
certainly worked hard, finishing at 9.30 both evenings.
Wednesday started with quick fire presentations from
Mary Sumner House staff, summarising what they wanted
to achieve at the conference and long term and then on
Thursday we split up into our separate units. 

The sessions were excellent, packed full of information
and ideas, and I felt really enthused.  If I wasn’t already
a VP – I would consider joining the Fundraising &
Communications team!  Sally now has all the information
so watch out!

Besides the organised sessions, of course, there is the
networking and socialising – and yes, I am quite nifty at
getting to the bar!  I found myself sitting next to
members from Southwark on one side and Chester on the
other.  The exchange of ideas, forging of new friendships
and sharing of wonderful worship time and spiritual
nourishment with others, is all part of the fellowship that
is part of Mothers’ Union and why being an office holder
is such a privilege.  

And were the aims achieved?  Absolutely!  And I know
you will benefit from our new found knowledge, ideas
and enthusiasm in the months to come. 

Erica Parker, Vice-President
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T H E  N E XT  E D I T I O N

Wheels Appeal
Congratulations to all
the branches that held
a special event to raise
funds for the Wheels
Appeal.  In 2012 we
sent £196.30 and so
far this year we have
received £627.  
Susan Haigh,
Diocesan Treasurer

The First Diocesan
Summer Luncheon  

Saturday 3 August, dawned a bright sunny day and there
was an air of anticipation around All Saints Four Oaks
Church Centre, as a team of willing volunteers put the
finishing touches to the Mothers’ Union Diocesan Summer
Luncheon.  As the day approached there was a feeling of
anxiety as to whether the venture would prove to be
successful.  Our fears were completely unfounded and the
day was a huge success!  The luncheon was extremely
well attended.  The atmosphere of fellowship and newly
formed friendships was tangible as members from
different groups had the opportunity to meet and share
their experiences.  The lunch was excellent, the hall looked
a delight with bunting and flowers, the stalls sold out and
the members of the Zimbabwean choir brought energy
and celebration to our feast with their wonderful singing.  
To hold a luncheon was a step into the unknown.  We
were aware we needed to raise money but fellowship was
our real focus.  Happily we achieved both with a total
profit of £1117.40 
Lyndie Palmer, All Saints Mothers’ Union,
Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield 

Since MUEnterprises (MUe) – the trading arm of the Mothers’
Union was set up in 1995 its remit has been to support the

charity by both raising funds and
promoting Mothers’ Union through
the sale of products and services.
There are four fundraising streams
currently available to MUe to
achieve this. 
Firstly, at Mary Sumner House we
use available space to raise
revenue by hiring out Conference
Rooms and secondly, through the

sale of cards and gifts via the Mary Sumner Gift Shop.
Thirdly we produce and sell Families First - an amazing
tool for raising funds and promoting Mothers’ Union within
and beyond the membership and lastly we sell a range of
products through our amazing MUe Reps, mail order
catalogue and online shop.  The profits from all revenue
raised through MUe are covenanted back to the Charity. 
These funds are vital to Mothers’ Union but we are
struggling to maintain profit in the two streams where 90%
of our market is the Mothers’ Union
membership.  Our membership is
wonderfully supportive but we
desperately need to increase income
to be able to support Mothers’ Union
in this difficult climate where all
charities are suffering.
Sales from our catalogue and
subscriptions to Families First
have declined along with the
decline in Mothers’ Union UK and
Ireland membership.  The skills and
resources used for the production
of Families First are also used for
the production of your wonderful
free members’ magazine – Families
Worldwide.  If we were to lose Families First there is a
real concern over the future of Families Worldwide. 
Just think – if every Mothers’ Union member in UK and
Ireland purchased just ONE packet of greeting cards from
MUe we would be able to hand over an extra £90,000 in
PROFIT to the charity! 
You have the power to make a difference!
Coleen Starkey, Head of MUEnterprises and House
NB  It is still not too late to put in extra orders
for Families First for 2014.  Why not give a
friend a Gift Subscription for a Christmas
present?  A lovely gift to receive but also one
that will support Mothers’ Union and its work.  Ed

Are cards on your shopping list?


