
Early last year Margaret Fulford, Past President, and I were
invited to St Thomas' Church, Garretts Green to introduce
Mothers' Union to the congregation.  After showing the DVD
Homing In, Margaret spoke about Mothers' Union and, at the
end of the service, many gathered around the display, spoke
with us and took away copies of Families First and other
leaflets.  The seed was planted.

During the year, Jackie Brocklebank and I met with the vicar,

There was a real air of expectation at Holy Trinity Church,
Birchfield on November 17 last year.  We were opening a
new branch of Mothers' Union.  I was joined by Erica
Parker, Trustees and members to support this important
occasion.  There had been visits and talks over the
previous few months but now it was the big day.  Revd
Canon Eve Pitts, Vicar, is already a Diocesan Member and
had wanted to encourage a Mothers' Union branch for
some time. 

What we didn't know was that this Sunday was also
Stewardship Sunday when the Finance team from the
church gave a detailed presentation on the church
finances.  This in itself was very interesting and really
helped us to understand the context of this church.  

We enrolled eight members, including one young man.
We had already enrolled one lady who spends half her
time in the UK and half in Grenada.  She left for Grenada
before the commissioning of the branch.  She is already
making baby gowns!  The branch is really excited about
supporting their local community and families through
their work as Mothers' Union members.  They are ably

encouraged by Erica Parker, Vice President for that area
and Jean Munro, Branch Leader Rep.  It is truly inspiring.
They have already celebrated Marriage Week through
their Reaffirmation of Marriage Vows on February 18 and
have lots of ideas.  The branch is being well supported
by trustees and is a wonderful affirmation for all of us
that Mothers' Union is alive and flourishing in
Birmingham.

Jackie Brocklebank, Diocesan President

Worldwide President visits Birmingham – see pages 4 and 5

Susan Larkin, and a few others who had made the
decision to find out more and see how much interest
they could generate among church families.  In that
small group it seemed we had a prospective Branch
Leader and Treasurer and a very supportive Vicar.
Unfortunately circumstances changed and the prospective
Branch Leader could not commit.  Nevertheless they
wanted to set a date for a commissioning.  The shoots
are being watered and poking through.

At the service in January 12 this year Vicar, Revd Susan
Larkin, gave an excellent Mothers' Union focussed
address; up on the screen came 12 names, and out came
11 people.  Then Susan said “Does anyone else want to
join?” and up came 6 more, including one man.  Jackie
commissioned the branch, enrolled 18 members and
then commissioned a brave new Branch Leader, Linda
Nugent, leading where there has been no background.
The plants need nurturing.

We need to keep Linda, her branch and these members
in our prayers.  It will help them to understand more
about Mothers' Union and how they can be part of it if
those with expertise in an area can go and talk to them.
Plants given care bring forth fruit.

Janet Jenkins, Vice-President

New Shoots at Garretts Green
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Wave of Prayer
Mothers' Union family is growing.  This is fantastic, but it brings us new
challenges too.  Do you know that there are 100 dioceses worldwide
without a link?  We know how valuable our own links have been so it is a
great pity that all our members are not able to share that family feeling
which we enjoy.  Therefore, this year Mothers' Union is making plans to
ensure that all our 600 dioceses have special links.  Because there are so
many dioceses and so that everyone doesn't have a long list to remember,
it is likely that the group of dioceses in the Wave of Prayer will change
every three days rather than the present five days.  Hopefully this will
enable us all to make new friends worldwide.

Meanwhile do continue to use the Wave of Prayer and the weekly prayer
topics from Families Worldwide to pray for members across the world.

Lynn Tebbs, Faith & Policy Coordinator

I'm often drawn, around Lent and Easter, towards Steve Turner's poem
'Christmas is really for the children…'.  It makes me ponder where we are in
our churches and in our own discipleship.  We spend so much time, money and
energy celebrating the birth of Jesus:  Our churches are full for Carol services
and Crib services, shops are thrilled with
carol singers spreading joy as shoppers fill
their trolleys.  But the same doesn't appear
to happen at Easter.  Steve Turner's second
stanza starts 

'Easter is not really
for the children
unless accompanied by a
cream filled egg…'

Well the shops have been full of them for
weeks!  But where is Jesus?  Are we as
Christians to blame for the lack of knowledge about the saving power of Jesus
and His dying for the sins of the whole world?  Are we too apologetic? 

Turner suggests that children, (and here I wonder whether he is alluding to
many who think of themselves as Christian!) wouldn't want to hear about the
nasty scenes of Good Friday

'It has whips, blood, nails,
a spear and allegations
of body snatching.'

He continues that it involves sin, politics and God!  He teasingly suggests that
children and  perhaps those of a nervous disposition should wait for Christmas
to come round again, and not think about what Jesus did in his earthly life 'or
whether there's any connection' .  

We cannot truly celebrate Easter without going through the pain and passion of
Lent and Holy Week.  It is good for us to think again about what Christ's life,
death and resurrection really means to us in our daily lives; when we are
serving those in need or indeed even when we are shopping for those
chocolate eggs for the children.  Let us remember that Christ is Risen.  He is
alive and lives in us!  We are His examples of love in the community.  And yes,
Easter really is for everyone.

Lynn Tebbs, Faith & Policy CoordinatorSocial Policy

Christmas is really for the Children 

We are very pleased that Dianne
Galkowska from Northfield has
agreed to take on the role of Social
Policy Contact in the diocese.  Some
of you may have seen her at the
November Council when she was
introduced to us.  We wish her well
in this task of keeping us informed
about some of the issues that affect
family life in our society.
Occasionally she will be asked by
Mary Sumner House to gather views
and opinions from Mothers' Union
members and pass these onto
government bodies to aid in the
formation of policies:  If you are
happy to help us in this way please
contact Mothers' Union office who
will then contact her. 

Faith & Policy

                                 



communities more dementia friendly.  People with this
illness are different but no less worthy of love and even
though patience of carers can be tested, we should
always strive to walk beside them.  Sometimes that is all
you can do and often it is the best thing you can do.  I
was thinking that this applies to many situations for
instance working with prisoners and their families can
feel like a hopeless situation but in all cases we can walk
beside people with love and respect.  It is so easy to
judge someone without thinking of their current mental
condition.

I have recently spent time at Worldwide Council where all
the Diocesan Presidents get together for meetings and
workshops.  What a privilege to represent you all there.  
It was a time for renewing friendships and making new
ones.  The challenges we face are remarkably similar.  
One presentation was about stress - how to recognise not
only the signs but the issues behind the problem.  
Sounds a very British problem?  The presenter was 
Frida Kazembe who is one of the General Trustees of
Mothers' Union and from Zambia. 

Later this year I shall be travelling to Malawi with my
husband, Hugh, and two trustees Judith Grubb and Sally
Cox.  We will be accompanying Bishop David and also
included in the party are Revd Richard Tucker, Malawi
Partnership Officer,  and Steve
Squires, Director of
Communications for the Diocese.
It will be a life changing
experience I'm sure.  Please
remember us in your prayers -
we will be meeting people
whose lives are very different
from ours and we will all be
challenged.  Pray for us to be
open to learn from these people
who are equally loved by our generous God. 

With my love and blessings

Jackie

Jackie Brocklebank, Diocesan President
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Dear Friends

How do you feel when someone challenges your view on
something?  Defensive?  Happy to listen?  How easy is it to put
ourselves in another person's shoes?  Do you consider your
view on a topic the only view, the best view, the one which
requires least action because it's a comfortable view?  How
often do we wish that things could stay the same?  Wouldn't
life be a lot simpler, less hassle?  I guess we are all guilty of
wanting an easy life.  But what happens when your view has
to change due to illness or bereavement or simply because
things have changed that are beyond your control.  

I recently attended an event on Dementia awareness.
Dementia is an umbrella term for diseases which affect the
brain.  The session challenged us to think about the person
with dementia and the changes that occur.  We were
encouraged to think of the person not the disease and to
adapt our way of thinking about how we could make our

At Worldwide Council: Barbara Haynes, DP Peterborough, 
Rael Kewasis General Trustee, Bishop of Kitale Rt Rev Stephen Kewasis
Nyorsok, (Rael's husband),  Liz Green,  DP Worcester, Margaret Rouse,

DP Leicester, Agnes Garrett DP Derby and Jackie.

Lynne Tembey and 
Jackie Brocklebank

From the President

Belfast beckons!
There promises to be an exciting General Meeting at the
magnificent Waterfront Hall, Belfast in June this year.  It
will provide a fantastic opportunity for supporters of
Mothers' Union to find out more about how members of
the organisation put their faith into action in communities
all over the world. 
Tickets are still available for the event on 21st June, and a
warm welcome is anticipated from the hosts, Mothers'
Union All Ireland.  At the General Meeting you will be
able to hear stories of change; not only from Worldwide
President, Lynne Tembey but from those working right at
the heart of communities - perhaps in a town or village
near you. 
We are thrilled that one of the speakers will be Revd
Chris Bennett.  Chris is the Church of Ireland chaplain to

the Titanic Quarter and will be sharing with us some of
the exciting and unique projects that he is heading up in
the area. 
Why not join members from around the UK and beyond
and see us there?
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Family Matters

St Alphege Solihull
Helen Decambre, Jenny Page

Pauline Newey, Michelle Tonge
Shirley Whitney, Doreen Hurley

Elizabeth Sturdee, Pam Price
Dorothy Newbery, Glenda Lee

Shirley Mander, Sarah Medlicott
Pamela McCluskey

Jennifer Owen (transferred)

Garretts Green
Amy Hasson, Carol Malone

Christine Shelton, Hannah Dyer
Jacqui Shaw, Zoe Hasson

Janet Beare, Jasmine Webster
Josephine Holyoak, Joanne Dyer

Linda Nugent, Marie Crook
Michele Twelftree, Patricia Minor

Sandra Baker, Susan Larkin
Florence Burford

We welcome new members into the fellowship of Mothers’ Union;

Inspired
Tuesday 3 June at Polesworth 

10 am - 3 pm 

Monday 9 June at Water Orton 
6.45 pm - 9.30 pm 

Saturday 27 September Northfield 
10 am - 1 pm 

There are several opportunities in the next few months to find out
about Inspired and see how simple things and activities can

transform you, your branch and your community.  Come and find out
how Mothers' Union is currently supporting families and enjoy

meeting others from around the diocese.  Application forms from
Branch Leaders or go to

http://muenterprises.org/birmingham/files/2014/02/formweb.pdf

For more information speak to Erica Parker or Claire Laland

Celebration

Holy Trinity Birchfield
Maisie McCarthy, Pamela Bailey

Christine Harris, Wayne Simmonds
Christine Forrester, Anne James

Jillian De Costa, Lyn McKie
Leanora Scott

St Peter and St Paul Kingsbury
Marion Long, Linda Crisp(transferred)

Hodge Hill
Mary Gerrard, Sue Boden

Mollie Staniforth, Kathryn Evans

Group Festival Services
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2014
u General Meeting Belfast

June 21 

u Cathedral Prayers, May 12,
Aug 11, Nov 10

u Diocesan Council 
Friday 11 July 7.15 pm 
St Peter's Church, Maney,
Sutton Coldfield

u West Birmingham St
Gabriel, Weoley Castle.
Tuesday 13 May at 2pm

u Moseley/Shirley
Christchurch, Yardley Wood.
Thursday May 22   at 2pm

u Sutton Coldfield, St Peter
Maney. Thursday 12 June
at 2.30pm

u Solihull, St Mary Hobs Moat
Thursday 26 June at 11am

u Polesworth, St Peter and St
Paul, Kingsbury. Wednesday
17 September at 7.30pm

Nine past Branch Leaders from Knowle 
celebrate at their AGM

For news of another new branch see
next issue of Birmingham Link

We celebrate the life and work of members who have recently died; 
Sheila Robinson, St Philip and St James, Hodge Hill

Beryl Keyte, St Alphege
Margery  Hall, St Alphege

Louisa Harris, St Barnabas, Erdington
Georgina Ward, St Barnabas, Erdington
Jean Powell, St Stephen and St Wulstan

Peggy Rainbow, St Mary and St Margaret, Castle Bromwich
Janet Skuce, John the Baptist, Knowle
Marie Booth, John the Baptist, Knowle

We congratulate members on their birthdays;
Flo Hutchinson 90, St James the Great, Shirley

Pam Cooper 90, St Alphege, Solihull,
Hilda Bissell 90, St Paul, Blackheath

and Anniversaries;
Diamond Wedding

Jennifer and Derek Owen, St Alphege
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Across the country Mothers' Union is involved with
supporting work in prisons and here we are not the
exception to the rule!  In Birmingham we are involved
with two prisons in different ways, responding to
identified needs while remembering we are supporting
families in adversity.  Both the prisons are male, one is an
adult prison and one is Young Offenders, one is a
“private” prison, one is state run. 
It is well documented that prisoners supported by their
families are less likely to re-offend, and the main part of
our work is aiding this.  In all prisons we work with the
Chaplaincy as well as with the staff providing family care.
In Birmingham Prison (Winson Green to most local people)
we help with Family Days.  We provide toys for the
visiting area, teddies, baby wipes and a 'listening ear' to
visiting family members.  We also provide signed cards at
Christmas for prisoners, many of whom have no other
cards from people, cards for visitors and Christmas gifts for
visiting children.  
Swinfen Hall is a Young Offenders prison.  There we
organise the crèche in the visits room and help organise

the family visits.  Again we provide teddies, toys and
Christmas gifts for the visiting children and cards for
visitors during the Christmas period.  We are also involved
with parenting courses for prisoners and helping prisoners
understand more about their child's development.  They
make books specifically for their child and produce
puppets for nursery rhyme or story use.  The family visits
give Dads an opportunity to interact more closely with
their children in a less formal environment.  Another
aspect of our support in Swinfen is bereavement care
work.
So this is a brief picture of how we are involved in prison
work as part of Mothers' Union Action & Outreach.  A big
“Thank You” to you all for your help, and to those giving
regular prayer support for individual prisoners.  Your
support in so many different ways is very much
appreciated, we could not continue without it.  Volunteers
are needed for prison work in lots of ways.  If you feel you
can assist, please contact us through your Branch Leader
or someone in the Action & Outreach team.
Rita Evans, Coordinator Prison Project

Brenda, two midwives and Jackie Scott at the Hospital.

Kingsbury Branch had a special meeting in February this
year as it was the first time we were able to meet in our
permanent 'home' The Old Stables, next to church, after
many years of borrowing meeting spaces. Thank you to
everyone who made this possible. The meeting was made
extra special in that we celebrated the Wave of Prayer led
by one of our Readers - Ruth Taylor.
Everyone is welcome to pay us a visit. Please Email Glenys,
Branch Leader, before you come. 
Glenys Roberson, Branch Leader

Noticeboard

New website
The diocese in Birmingham has a new website which 

also has a direct link to Mothers' Union website.  Go to
http://www.cofebirmingham.com/ to view. 

Our Knitters Group, had a stall at the local Church
Christmas Fair and filled a table with knitted tree
decorations/chocolate orange puds/snowman families,
plus three large characters, one being Winnie the Pooh,
which was raffled,  everything was sold, and we raised in
total £220  for AFIA.  All the wool used was scraps of
colour left over from the baby knits and donations. 

The Knit and Natter Group is run as part of Mothers' Union
outreach, producing knitted tree decorations as well as
the knitted breasts for the maternity wing at Good Hope
Hospital.  The Infant Feeding Co-ordinator, Jackie Scott,
pictured on the far right of the photo presented the
decorations as a special memento to new born babies
born over Christmas.  The knitters who did this work
were, Susan Burows, Joan Cash, Jane Fisk, Rosemary
Potter, Pat Sleigh and Hazel Woloszyniuk.

Brenda Daish, Branch Leader

A new home for Mothers' Union
Mothers' Union in Birmingham is to move from Carrs Lane
Church Centre to the Church of England offices in Colmore

Row.  The new address will be 
Mothers' Union, 1 Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2BJ.
All members of Council (Branch Leaders, Group Coordinators,
etc) have received a letter about the move and it will also
be discussed at Council.  We look forward to working more

closely with everyone there.   

Mothers' Union Prison Work 

Thank you
Thank you to all who bought prayer diaries.  This is just
to let you know that they are all sold and the profit for
the MU Literacy and Financial Education Programme in
Africa is about £420, so with gift aid, substantially
more.  Am really pleased and thank you to those who
helped.  Hope I might do something next year too.
Catherine Aldis
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T H E  N E XT  E D I T I O N

My name is Rosemary Lyon and I am Mothers' Union
Representative on General Synod.  I joined Mothers' Union
as a diocesan member and, in addition, have always
enjoyed the worship and fellowship of my local branch.  I
went through the usual route of PCC, Deanery and Diocesan
Synods until in 2010 I was elected to serve as a
representative for Blackburn Diocese on General Synod.  I
am a part-time teacher of languages and am married to
Geoff, also a teacher and have two sons aged 19 and 17. 
When you are a new member of the General Synod you are
invited to complete a form outlining your experience and
interests and what sort of committees you might feel able
to serve.  I highlighted the Anglican Mission Agencies and
so my name was matched with Mothers' Union.
At this General Synod I was planning to speak about
Mothers' Union work both at home and overseas during the
debate about gender violence.  There is a big problem with
mobile phones and "sexting etc.”  However someone else
spoke early in the debate about images to which young
people can be exposed.  I wasn't called to speak as can so
often be the case!  We were on a tight timetable and it is
often difficult to be called. 
My first Worldwide Council (WWC) was in Sep 2011 and it
was most interesting finding out about all the different
facets of Mothers' Union work.  Since then I have attended
a couple of other WWC's including the one at Swanwick last
February.  It was a real privilege meeting the members
from Kenya and Mozambique.
I see my role as a channel for both General Synod and
Mothers' Union to understand in greater depth the work of
each organisation.  I am proud to wear my badge; it really
does start many conversations!  I was pleased to be able to
sponsor a display by Mothers' Union at the most recent
General Synod in London.
We must reach out to as many people as we can because
we have a wonderful organisation.  There are still too
many people who simply have no idea of our existence, let
alone all the work which we undertake.  
Rosemary Lyon, 
Mothers' Union Representative on General Synod

Mothers' Union 
and General Synod 

Last year the Central Trustees agreed we should try and
obtain a stall at General Synod in London. The aim was
for General Synod members to
have an increased
understanding of Mothers'
Union work both locally and
globally and to showcase
the work we are doing and
to encourage General Synod
members to support. 
Rosemary Lyon
successfully sponsored our
stand and we were in
business!  The location of the stall
was excellent (just near the tea hall and very central)
and two members of staff and three Mothers' Union
members were on a rota with usually two or three there
at any one time.  
I was pleased to be asked to be part of the team and
attended on the first two days.  We had an excellent
visual exhibition (see photograph) and a new DVD to
distribute as well as other literature.  The DVD was aimed
at clergy to encourage them to support their own branch
or think about starting a new branch of Mothers' Union.
Around 50 copies of the DVD were given out at Synod.
We have further copies of the DVD in Birmingham - so if
you think you could make use of one please speak to
Jackie or me.  
During the debate on gender based violence there was a
lot of interest in the pack produced by Mothers' Union last
November for the 16 days.  Most of the people I spoke to
said they hadn't done anything for the 16 days but
thought perhaps they should have!  Perhaps an
opportunity to build on this later in the year. 
I was pleased to meet the Birmingham Synod members
while I was there and many ex-Brummies including Arun
Arora, Ruth Yeoman and James Longstaff.
It was a real privilege to be at Synod and engage with
people, lay and ordained - all part of spreading the word
of Mothers' Union.
Canon Claire Laland, 
Fundraising & Communications Unit Committee

A new venture

1700 members from six dioceses worship in Myanmar during their
Centenary celebrations. Lynne Tembey attended the three day
celebration and met many of the 15,000 members who attended. 

Myanmar

                


